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1.330LO3020

LabmgomMgdfng (3bmgMgdobowdn nb@gfMgbo s dsbda Asm-
ogemmds ©q3m3me@oolb bagmdzgmlb Bomdmawaqbl. Ladmdsoms-
Jm 3mbsbormgmds ammabbdmdl LogHom ab@gfmgbgdal, dobbg-
dobs @s mamgdymgdgdal go6dgdm dmgsmosdgos dmbabormgmdsl
3Mmgd@one dmddgwgdgddo. xaxngolb asbobomsggb, Mmam(s
5Mhg3b980Lb Bomds sMbgdyem dmbobomagmdals dofMomsen dsdm-
dfoggdgmo domo (Maloney, 2008). dmbsbogngmds Lemznamey-
0 3o30@omab 6sboeml BomB8mowaqbl. 3586530 (Putnam, 2000)
Lerznom®  3030@omb  asboboemsgl, Mmamts ghmMmMymao
396dm s LogsMm bLoggogb. ngo bLsggonmomgms oMy dbm-
mme dobo dgmmdgmo nbmogowobasmgal, sMedgo sbggg 3306y
LeyznomMo 3odn@omol dgmmdgmo 0bwogoobomgobsy dma-
J3b Lafggdgmo o9y dm393em LadmasmMgdsl dmaswse owo
begosmgMo  3o30@omn goshbns. bmgosmym  30308omb  asb-
LabM3Meg906, MmamM(s ,bmEosmnmo mMasbobsznal abgo do-
boboomgdmgdl, MmamMnzes bomds, bmMdgdo ©s Lmsosmm@o
Jbgmagdo, GMImadbsaiz dgbbggzm doms 3mmGmobofmgdammao dm -
39098980l dbasggMol dgdzgmdom gobsfmEmb Lydmaswmgdal
99899&0sbmds” (Putnam, 1993. a3.167). bnzooma®o  3o30@ ool
00 MEIbmMds ©gdmyMadnal omomgdgm dommdsw stols doh-
bgmo. 3o4bBmbo (Paxton, 2002) a3boboemagh m& aDsl, Hmdmab
399d39mdomsy bmosmmma 3odo@omn bgasgmabsl sbogblb ©g-
dm3M0@05dg: 0go bgmb bymdl sMewgdmzMmadnmem 439y696do
©99m 36800l Asdmysmndgdsl 0dom, Mm3 of odmagzlb Labge-
3bogmb Ladyemagdsol ohsgmmb Lo ggmama dmdsmsdggdo s dg-
™9, J§dbob LogM3glb MMAsbobgdyma m3mbafgdabamgals.

B93mds bgdogmmzmmdbom mMasbobs(3ngdda bMal 0bron-
3000L Legoomy® 303080, dob MgbyMbgdbs s YboMgdl,
abegbl 3meo@ngnmMn dmbsbomgmdal bB0dnmaMgdsl. mmasbo-
B3(30900 0dmyg3006 3MMdmgdgdol s Immbmzgbgdol gm@Imeo-
6900b dgbodmgdmmdal. gl domdy 860dgbgmmazgsbos, Gowasb
3Omdmgdolb  aoagMal  am30mgdgmo  dofmmdsl baMdmawggbl
ab, ®m3 ogn ogmb asgmbomn gssbygzg@omgdal 30dmgdgdol
dogt, Moz LEmMge xanyn® dmgdgogdst dmombmgl (Rosen-
blum, 1998).
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dmeom begddo  Labmgsmmgdmogo 3mmo@ozolb abb@ndn-
Gobs s Lbgs mMasbnds3gdalb dogm RoGomgdmm asdm3zmy-
39830  ao3mogzgms  SbamasbMmmgdol  Ladmdsmsodm  sd@omdol
adsmo mby (bmddsdg, 2010; Ladermnggmml sboemasbBHomdals
96m3bmma  sbgsmndo, 2009;). BodomobGnmo ©sdm3ngdyma-
35 3m0@B03M moEgfmms dodsmm, s sbgzg babmaswmmgdmog
bogd8006mdadn Ly gmmsmn dmbsboemgmdals dndstor aobbszmomta-
dnmo ©0E0s SbamasdMogdlb dmEal, Mo Lagmmbgl m4dbol
93m3MdG oo 3Mm(39L900L asbgomamgdsl. Lodmgsmsgm bo-
Bmasmgdol dmdormodszosl bgmb mdmol 0bgm®dszool bs3-
mgdmds bagdosmmggmmmadn s@bgdmmn sbomasbBms mmasbobe-
(30980L, domn 3obbgdol, od@omdgdobs s Bg3@gdal dgbobad.
03gbs@ sbamasdMmemn mMmasbobs309d0b 0gbdngngs(30s s
ds; dgbobgd 0bgzm®dsz00l mMasbodszns, sbggg 03 Bndydg-
b0l aagbs, MmMImadnz gobsdnmmdgdgb sbamasdMmgdol 3o-
LoEAMBIL LadMasEMgdMogn Imgzmabgdal dodsmon smsoemgdge
Bobs 306mmdsl Bomdmaagbl obgmo 3mmo@ozalb seggdzobs s
a5bbm@309mgdabamgol, GmBgmo 3o6s30Mmdgdl sbamasbm-
©900b dg@oe Rstmngsl Labmasmgdfng (3bmzgdsda.

dmbaborgmdol gmb300L Bomdmewagbl gMmo dbGog bg-
35360l dmbogbs g3o05by39@0madqdals domgdsdy s dgmegl
dbGog LegosmaFo 3odo@omal d9436s ©83s33d069dgmn |-
®09M0mdgd0l  d94360b 35dz9mdoom. admggzs Mo Lodmamgdsl
53ygoMgdmmo  0dbgb  303d06gdn  Lbgssbbgs  g3mbmdomo,
LeznomMo, aobsmmgdal s 3Mmgggbogmo, sbogmdMngn o
396096mmo  xaBgdol bomImawagbmadmsb bgdsymaymmdam
MEa560Ds (30090 gogFMm0sbgds sbgzg BomImawagbl Gmemagmsb-
G0 ©33m 300989 gdol Asdmysemndgdol LabnbosMU.

(36md0mns, M3 Imbsborgmdol bamobbo (330mgdemdl ms-
mdgd0l 8abgzgom. dmdsmsdol Lobdmgasmadtng Logdosbmdsedo
Rotimngol 3Omabmbomagdals bamzgogbm Ladmamgdsl bomdmaco-
396L dobo dmbsbomgmds bgdsgmagmmdom mEmasbabds3098d0 s
dmbaabgmds sMgnmo sbamasbHomdol 3gmomodo. s3wgbsw
©9dm3EsG0mo  3Gag@o0zobomgol  gsbbsznm@gdmem 860d3bg-
mmdsb 0dgbl 8053056980L dgdmgdabednde smgmem 3gGomodo
Rotimngs LodmasmgdMog bogdnsbmdado.
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23323300 30060 RO 3A0IMRMM3ND

33mg30L 80Dsbl BoMd3momaqbl Lagotmggmmda s@mbgdmemn
SbamasdMENmo s dbamasbHmMdslosb dmadndsgy mmasbobs-
(309800 009b&0R0 35300, doma BndBydal, ogd@omdgdol s Lsdo-
b6y ®anBgdalb dgbobgd 0bgrgm@mdsznol (36mbscdn Bodmmaqbs.
abgzg SbomasbHEMLS s MMRBNBI(300L BaM3mMBswaqbmgdals
Jgbgmmgdgdobs oaqbs 08 3MmMdmgdgdol momdsabyg, Mmdmg-
do(3 byl dmosb sbomasbgdol badmgomsgm sg@&nmdsb.

353m33emgge dmo(3o3L Ladsgnm o gddoMogyem bamobbm-
3003 339350, dmbs doMomo onb@gMabgdym 30Mgdbs o
99b3960&9d0b 0abENRNSE0s ©d Fomasb Rsem@maggdamao ab-
&9M30919000L 5gds. dbomasbHmm mMasbobsznsms bgmdde-
3969 gdbs s 6930g6msb Rs@oMgdymo ngbs Bmynb xawmygdo.
obgmbogdo Rs@ommgds sbgzg 03 SbomasbHgdmsb, Mmdmg-
do(3 oM 5606 hafmogyemo  sbemagsbmmmo  mMasbnbs30960L
dmdomdadn. Laggmyg bLodydomgda Rs@omms bLodsmggmmb nd
Jomagdgddo, Lowss Bbg(30mbaMgdab Mboggmbndg@gda, sbgmg-
d0s mdomobo, Jmosnbo, dsoydn, mgmagn, amo, draono s
sbam(30bg. sbagmdomsddo, 3ombgyemdn s 3oMamgomdn ol -
Logdo Ro@oms Ladmgdsmoadm sg&nmdals bgmalidgddmagmo ggo-
J&™MM9d0L sbowagbsm LmBby@, sdgMdsogsbym ©s ©g3bae
SbamasdMEgdmsb s sbg3g 3obgmabs s badgaMmgmmb bmgymg-
330, Lol sbamasbMEgdol 3HMdmgdqdals ngb&ngns(300-
Lomgab. bygem Ro@omgdnm odbs 14 gmaab xangyo, 4 ©obgnbos
o 21 Roe@Bagqdamo 0689309, ®aNBYM ©obinbogddo dmbes-
bommgmds 211 30mMmgbgdsd dnncm (49.3 36m(396@0 dowmo, 50.7
3639680 doeo).

(0b. sbstrmn T o 2).

B3M3b ®a3NBIO0, LodMgdo s Rsm@mdsggdymo abdgm-
3099900 gbgdbms 353w9a L ombgdl:

e SbomasbHomdal Imbsbammgmdol mbals dggebgds;

*  SbomasbHomdal sg@nmdal bygMmgdo;

e SbomasbOmmn mMasbobs(3ngdol dofomswo 3Mmdmg-
d9d0;
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o Sbomgabmomdal d306g dmbsbormgmdol 30bgbgdo;

e  a%bgdo, MmIgmms 39339mdomsz dgbadmgdgmon gobrgds
SbamasdMEMboL 3g@em hofmmgs Labmasmgdeng (3bma-
90530.

SbamasdMEmmo MmMasbnds(30980L 0 680FB0ZS (305 @anbym
390-3396Mqd0bs s (36mdamgddo dsmo dogdal 85339mdoo s
a53Mdgms ,mmzgmab anbosb” dgmmool 3gdzgmdom — ymggemds
a53m 300bmmds mMaobods300d Imagzebmms Bobogal (36mdae
mEgobnds300ms byybbe.

»300mgeds mMasbobs(3088 dgogbm Jombgatn, MmIgma(s
dmo(393000 dgdga doMoma Lo 3ombgdl:

o mMa560bs300b @obobgmgds s dobo LadsGmmgdMogo
LESELO;

LogmMb@og&m 0bgm®mas30s;

35Mbgdal maMoaco;

doMoma© 00653dMmMIgmms Momgbmds;
boerddegabyero;

doMoma@o 30dbgdn s 5dm (3569305

La30B6Y KA NBION;

od@&nmdal bggMmado;

od@&nmdal Lobggdo;

0930656L530L bystimagda

356bmM(309mademo s dodnbsmg 3Mmygd@gdo.

R3gbL dogm oabsgboemn 110 8639806 Ibmemme 55 m@-
3560Ds(300b896 0dbs  @OMMEIm Bomgdamo  3sbybgdo. Jsmo
Losb3g@™ dmbo(3989d0 dgyssboem 0dbs SPSS 3Mmgmadsdn s
3935308 LEBOGOLEINMs®. donbgoszsm 0dnbs, M3 gsdm jo-
b mEgo60Dds300md MEgbmds o6 odmggs Labom LGs@G0b-
&03nm0 ©sb336980L a5390930L Bgbadmademmdsl, gg0]Hmdm
dmbo(399980 3o0b(3 sbobggzgb sMLgdym 8gbwgb(3090L.



3. 0OT3dBAMRMBNL LHIAMIITOHIM dIS&NM3NOL
3603363M30 RY 39LAIV6 RI393306ISITN
36M3RI3330L 3N03MLOT3D

SbomasdMEmds Imbabemgmdal o Ladgb@l boMdmsw-
396L. 15-0056 30 Bemodg sbogal 9sdnsbgdo Lodstmggmml dm-
Labemgmdal momddol dgmabgol (23.6 36(0(336@& dgoa9640.
30056 50.6 3Gm(396@™ 353535300 5 49.4 3m(396@0 Joemo.

dogMad dsbamasbmmdal g39ybobomgals 360dgbgmmds dbm-
mmE dobo MomEgbmdom o6 asbobodmgMgds. abobo ol swo-
3056980 3M0sb, MmImgdoz gbms ©s dmdsgsmdn  dnorgdgb

9399460bomngals  360d369mmmz6  3osby3z9@0mgdgdlL.  s3wgbar
LogdoMoggmmb gbemsbogmo oxy dmdsgomn  3gmomeEmgmds s
bodo@gds 3603369mmzbom oMol dsmdy ©adm owgdyyema.

SbamasdMEmds, Mmammg babombemm (3030 ImDdstm-
dobo s BMaLEMmMMASL Ml o0l gobmoglbgdmmon. bsmdm-
2aablb Mo aoMEadagsm Lol IMmDeMmdowsb bMslimy-
mmdado, ob magal L3gz0BYH IMcbmM3zbgdLbs s 33m (39695056
96ms© 53 mMo babogmsbenm 3gMommabsmgal sdsbaboomgdg-
mo 030b793980(5 obsLNsMgL. sbomadsBBIEMOL Foogst sdm(3s-
6oL M 3ogdgma (3bmgMgdobamgal, dndomdobs s mrsbob
d943b0bomgal dmdbagds Bomdmawagbl. dgadmagds nomggsel GmA
9L 330560l (36m3Mgdal NRGM ImIsgemdg MmMgbGotgdamo
godos (Lefrancois, 1993). dgbodadabow doemdg 8603369mmasbos
53 3gMomedo Mmam@ Lagdosbo sbggg 3oMsn (3bmazmMgdabie-
»gob s30madgmo Mgby@bgdob egfmmggds s Mbstm-Rzg3960lL
dgdgbs. 53 3gMomedo brgds doMomasw badmdsmadm (36mdag-
6900b Rodmysmndgdsy ©d 53056580 Ratmgs Ladmaswomg-
3603 ©d 3mmo@03m od@omdgddo.

obdgn, MMImoms3 gobobodrgMgds sbamasbdMomds (3oem-
Lobo BodboMgdamo o6 s6nb. gogmm sbgmee doofbgglb 15-24
Bl 0brognwgdl, g3Mmgegdotma dgos demgsmb 30 bymdg sg30-
JLocgdL Logstmggmmadn o6 sMbgdmdl 306mba sbamasdMomMbal
dqbobgd. sbomasdMoymo mMasbnds309d0b dgbobgd  396mbals
dabgogom sbomasdmsm 0mgmgds 18-25 Bemals sbogols 3ocmg-
6gds. sbomasbHmMdsbosb dndstmgdsdn dgdvdaggdol LGowns-
do smbgdmmo babgmdbogm dmmognzol ©m3ndgb@al dabgogom
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080 33933005, M3 gobobadrmgmb 18-29 Bemoo. hgqbo ao-
dm3oobgol Imbsbomggdo sbamasbMmgdsw Mgmm bdomaw donh-
69396 15-30 sbogol 306mg69898L, orndis dmangGonl sDEnm
SbamasdMEMboL bgws sbszmdngo demgsma 35 Bgmos.

dmbsborgmds Labmgomgdfng (3bm3zEgdsLs s aowsbyszg-
&0mgdgdol omgdado ©gdm GG 00l s Ladmsmadm sd@omdol
3060mdsb BomImaagbl. ol 8©s30560lb gmadss s gsobabe-
BgMgds, Omame(3 ,dgbodmgdmmds 830569335 dMobnbmb
dmbaboemgmdol ¢gmgdol Mgomnds(308, B0ommb 0bgm@ds30s
03 goobyzg@omgdgdol domgdol 3GMm3gbdg, Gm3magdo bg-
30396l obgbgb doo  (3bmzmgdobg“ (Youth participation in
development,2010). dbmgmom 35630l 306356 Bgdol  Mobobda
dmbsboemgmds  gemabbdmdl 0bgmMds300L  gobosmgdsl, 3mb-
LremBomgdsl, asosbyzg@nmgdgdol domgdsb s dmJdgwgdgdol
653mbByqdol. 83sbmsb sm30madgmos, M3 dmbsbommgmds agmb
3d@&0mcn, bgdoymammmdomn ©d gymbmdmmgl bszdsm mogbm-
30l 0bgm@ds(300b.

benzomemmads Bmgge 3om@3s (Commonwealth Secretariat,
2005) 394865 8mboboemgmdals dmegmo — 8mbsbomgmdals 3039,
m3gmoz 8 Loggbn@obogsb dgmagds:

1. 3sb03mazns: x@mMbgdo BoMmoggb sbamasdMogdl, abg
M3 sbomasdMEgdn 396 b3gdnsb Mo brgds;

2. ggmMs30s: dbamasdmmgdn sg@&nmMan Imbsbomgmdgb (806.
3gM0sb, (33,330336), 3og M3 oo M 03006 Mobmgal ©3gomg-
396 59aU;

3. Lo3dmEnoBIn: sborNasBMEGL bLrbmggb 3sdmadgeb sbMn, dogMed
dso 0dob 33069 ohg3560 54300, oy PmgmE gos3gmmb gb;

4. ogomgdol do(3gds 0bgmmMdsznsl ao39doLmsb gMhmo: ve3-
mbgdo 00gdgb asmsbyzg@nmgdsl o s Mbws ass3gmmb
dmbamabg sbomasbMgdds. Mammbgdo sbomasbmmgdl s63-
006 Lo3doMnl bgm@Is(300l s 358030L(39d000 97393096

3o dgbgommagdgdl;
5. 3mbbym@omgds 0bgm@mdsznol docgdsbmeb ghomswm: ©egga-
335 o aobbmM(309mgds brgds YBMmbgdol dogmM, HmImgdo(s
-1 -



SbomasdMgdabegsb nmgdgb 3mBLmmEs(300b. sbomasdMoa-
3L oggo LEmmo (3mEbs 3GM(39Lby. oo gbgmmadgdl La-
oM dNms© §30098056;

6. 9xcmbgdol B0gH 0bo(z0Mgdmmon, gosbyzg@omgdgdal docmg-
b bogds sbamasdMmgdmsb ghmswm: nge ga®mmbgdlb g939-
03bom, dogMad sbamasbdmemagdn RsGormmao sMnsb oggadzsbs
o g3bbmmz0gmgdada. sbamasbmmgda sbggg Imbsbomgmdgb
3500by3980mgdals Jogdol 3Gm(39L30;

7. SbomasdMogdol dngH obozoMgdmmo ©s asbbmM(zngmgdy-
mo: 0©gd, 0bgzg Mmammi dobo gobbmM(3ngmgdol ©sagadge
SbamasbMEMbIL g3mzbal. gmmLbgdo gsbbormmmo sMnsb
3L @ob@dow;

8. sbamasdMomdol  dogh  abo(snfgdmmo,  asmsbyzg@nmgdol
domgds begds ammbgdmsb gMomew: ngs g39m3bol sboe-
35bMgoL, HmMImgda bLeegadmdgb MRMMLdL dsmmsb gm-
3 300mmb aosby39@nmgdgdo.

dmegmo badlb qbgsgh sbomasdMogdal dmbsbomgmdobs-
030L  YBOEMLYENSE  35MBBoMEAMdal  3603369mmmbIL, Fowash
dmbaboemgmdol ¢dscmegbo, 39639 ©mby 89330gbash Jbmemme
DRMMbdol 3mbsbomgmdal MBm oo mEgbmdoo gsbLbge-
3R000-

SbomasdMEMdS (36mM3MgdolL yz9ms bygMmdn oMol Bomdme-
39600 s dobo 068)gMgbgdol gomzgamobbnbgds yggmash saz0-
m9d9dm0s, d53Msd gobsomgds, LAMMEG s MadMmeydomo
®o6AMmgmmds ol LggOmgdo, Mm3gmagda a3obbszymMgdmm
Ym600gsL 03LobyMgdgb s Lowsz sbomsegsdMEmds vdmsg-
mgbmdsl Bomdmawaqbl.
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4.96030AHRM3NL dNAN0ORN 36-M3TIFISN

SbamasdMEMdalb dmbsbamgmds Lodz0Mg o0 dgadmagds gsb-
boenme 0dbgb 0dmemomgdymae, Moash ogo dgnMme sMob
05353306980 03 bbgs 3Mmdmgdgdmsb, Mmdgmos Bobsdy(s
gL sbamasdMEMbs ©asb.

3mdmgdgdn, Mmdmgdos sbamasbdmogdal 3ngH ngbs abs-
bgmgdmmo Mobs3goMggmos oM 5ol b3g0xkoyYmo ©s dbmmme
o bmEmE sbomasdmmdal sbszmsb ©s3e3domMgdamo. abnbo
4399460L Boremasbo 3mbEgdLENL gobmymeygma baboemos, od(ze
MdMagmglb d98mbgzggado  sbomasdMegdmsb dndstogdsdo ao-
3390mo b3g(30803000 bobosmgdasb.
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PARTICIPATION OF YOUTH IN DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES:
REPORT



1. INTRODUCTION

Interest in public life and participation is the bases of democracy.
Civic participation assumes citizens’ participation in collective actions
around common interests and values. Groups are viewed as the main
actors of participation beyond the voting (Maloney, 2008). Participa-
tion is an integral part of social capital. Putnam (2000) views social
capital as simultaneously private and public good. It is not only benefi-
cial for people who possess it, but in societies characterized by high
social capital, even individuals with poor social capital can enjoy its
benefits.

Social capital is defined as “Features of social organization, such
as trust, norms and networks that can improve the efficacy of soci-
ety by facilitating coordinated actions” (Putnam, 1993, p.167). A large
measure of social capital is considered as the necessary condition for
democracy. Paxton (2002) considers two ways through which social
capital can influence democracy: firstly, by facilitating the creation of
democracy in non-democratic states through minimizing the ability of
the state to directly oppress its citizens, and secondly, by providing
scope for growth through organized opposition.

Membership in voluntary organizations increases the social capi-
tal of an individual, enhancing his/her resources and skills, and stimu-
lating political participation. Organizations provide the possibility to
formulate problems and requirements, which is an essential precondi-
tion for solving the problem (Rosenblum, 1998).

Low level of youth participation is evident in studies undertaken
by Institute for Policy Studies as well as the other organizations in
recent years (Sumbadze, 2010; National Report of Georgian Youth,
2009). Nihilistic attitude towards political leaders and indifference to-
wards participation in public life is especially high among the youth,
which evidently poses a threat to democratic processes. Furthermore,
mobilization of civic society is hindered by the deficiency of informa-
tion on youth organizations existing in the country, on their aims, ac-
tivities and members. Therefore, identification of youth organizations
and structuring the relevant information, as well as identification of the
reasons hindering youth participation are preconditions for designing
and implementing the policy aimed at ensuring added active participa-
tion of youth in public life.

The function of participation is on one hand to influence deci-
sion making, and on the other hand to contribute towards the crea-
tion of social capital through establishing bridging ties. Providing the
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possibility to establish connections with people of different economic,
educational and professional backgrounds, age and gender groups,
and membership in voluntary organizations also contributes towards
tolerance. It is well known that the level of participation does varies
not only with age, but also with generations. Participation in voluntary
organizations and voluntarism in early years of life serve as the best
indicator of participation in adulthood. Hence, involvement of youth in
public life becomes essential for democracy.

2. THE OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY

The goal of the study was to identify youth organizations and insti-
tutions working with youth in Georgia, as well as to present information
on their goals, activities and target groups in the Youth Organizations
Directory. Another goal was to determine the views of youth and youth
organizations on the problems hindering civic activities of the youth.

The survey involves both, desk research and empirical qualitative
study. To this end, key stakeholders and experts were identified for
conducting in-depth interviews (see Annex 1). Focus group discus-
sions were carried out with leaders and members of youth organiza-
tions. Discussions were also held with the youth not involved in youth
organizations activities. In addition, field activities were carried out in
Georgian cities having universities, i.e. Thilisi, Kutaisi, Batumi, Telavi,
Gori, Zugdidi and Akhaltsikhe. In Akhalkalaki, Marneuli, Karaleti, and
rural areas of Kakheti and Samegrelo, discussions were held with Ar-
menian, Azeri, and IDP youth representatives for identifying factors
obstructing civil activities. A total of 14 focus group discussions (FGD),
4 discussions and 21 in-depth interviews have been conducted. Over-
all, 211 people participated in group discussions, of which 49.3 per-
cent were females and 50.7 percent - males (see Annex 2).

The following issues have been discussed in focus groups, dis-
cussions and in-depth interviews:

Assessment of youth participation level;

Spheres of youth activities;

Maijor problems of youth organizations;

Reasons behind low participatory level of the youth;

Ways of enabling greater involvement of the youth in public life.
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Identification of youth organizations was initiated by exploring
various web-sites and directories. This process was continued by a
“snow-ball” method, when every interviewed organization provided a
list of other known organizations.

Each organization completed a questionnaire which covered the
following issues:

Name of the organization and its legal status;
Contact information;

Number of basic staff members;

Head of the organization;

Fundamental goals and objectives;

Target groups;

Spheres of activities;

Types of activities;

Funding sources;

Implemented and ongoing projects.

Out of the 110 target organizations provided with questionnaires,
only 55 provided timely feedback. The furnished data have been in-
corporated in the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) and
statistically processed. Even though the number of interviewed organ-
izations did not allow drawing sound conclusions, we do believe that
the obtained information nonetheless adequately reflects the existing
trends.

3. ROLE OF YOUTH CIVIL ACTIVITIES AND OVERVIEW OF EX-
ISTING PROBLEMS

Youth represents a significant segment of the entire population.
Almost a fourth of the population of Georgia belongs to the age group
from 15 to 30 years (23.6 percent). Among them, 50.6 percent are
males and 49.4 percent are females. However, the role of youth in the
country is not solely determined by their numbers. This cohort repre-
sents the population who are and will be important decision-makers
in the country. Hence, the current or future welfare and success of the
country depends on them to a significant extent.

In the life cycle, the youth occupies an intermediate position be-
tween adolescence and adulthood. In addition to its specific require-
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ments and objectives, the youth, as a transitory stage from adoles-
cence to adulthood is characterized by features inherent to the above
two stages of life. The major objective of the youth is the preparation
for independent life, employment and marriage. It can be easily con-
sidered as a phase in life which is more oriented towards the future
(Lefrancois, 1993). Therefore, it becomes crucial to accumulate rel-
evant resources and acquire necessary skills required for both career
and personal life. At this stage, civic consciousness develops and in-
volvement in civil and political activities begins. The age defining the
beginning of the youth is not precisely determined. UN defines youth
as a period, which starts at 15 and ends at 24 years of age, whereas
EU defines 31 years of age as the upper threshold of the youth period.
In Georgia, there is no Law on Youth. In accordance with the Law on
Youth Organizations, a person aged 18-25 years falls under definition
of youth. According to the State Policy document on youth, which is
currently under development, the age bracket of youth is determined
as18-29 years. However, the respondents of our survey consider
youth as 15-30 years old people, whereas a few believe that the up-
per age threshold for youth is 35 years.

Participation in public life and decision-making is a prerequisite
for democracy and civic activity. It is a human right and is defined as
“an opportunity for people to realize their right for participating and
obtaining information on decision-making processes which impact
their lives” (Youth Participation in Development, 2010). According to
the World Bank, the definition of participation implies information ex-
change, consultations, initiation of decision-making and relevant ac-
tivities. At the same time, participation must be active, voluntary and
based on a sufficient amount of information.

A sociologist Roger Heart (Commonwealth Secretariat, 2005) de-
veloped the participation model — a participatory ladder consisting of
the following eight ranks:

1. Manipulation: adults lead the youth in accordance to a scheme
known only to them, where the youth do not understand what is
happening, and they are not free to explore or act on their own
thinking.

2. Decoration: young people participate in events, e.g. by singing,
dancing or wearing T-shirts with logos, but they do not really un-
derstand the issue or its objectives.

3. Tokenism: young people are asked to say what they think about an
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issue, but have little or no choice on the way they express those
views or the scope of ideas they can express.

4. Assigned but informed: adults decide on the project and young
people volunteer for predetermined roles. In this case, adults in-
form them adequately and respect their views.

5. Consulted and informed: The project is designed and run by adults,
but children/young people are consulted. They have a complete
understanding of the process and their opinions are taken seri-
ously.

6. Adult-initiated, but decisions are taken with young people: Adults
have the initial idea, but young people are involved in every step of
planning and implementation. Their views are considered seriously
and they are involved in decision making.

7. Young people initiated and directed: Young people have the initial
idea and decide how the project is carried out. Adults are available
but do not take charge.

8. Young people initiated, although decisions are taken with adults:
Young people have the ideas, set up the project, and invite adults
to join them while making decisions.

This model emphasizes the importance of youth partnership with
adults, given that the highest 8" level of participation differs from the
7" level only by a greater degree of adult’s participation.

The youth is represented in all spheres of life, and taking their
interests into consideration is necessary everywhere, but areas such
as education, sports and reproductive health require special attention
since these are the spheres of life where the youth is in majority.

4. MAJOR PROBLEMS OF THE YOUTH

Low level of youth participation cannot be considered separately
as it is closely linked to other problems which the youth is facing today.
The problems indicated by the youth are by no means specific and/or
related to the youth only, but rather an integral part of the entire coun-
try context, although most of them acquire specific features related to
the youth.

Interviews related to basic problems of the youth with the repre-
sentatives of the youth organization point towards the importance of

education and employment.
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Lack of Opportunity for
responsibility self -realization Participation
3.90% 3.90% 3.90%

Other

Insufficient Environment
5.40%
information ° 9.20%
6.60%
State policy
2.60% Education
31.60%
Motivation
7.90% Employment

25.00%
Fig.1. Youth problems
Source: Survey data (N=55)

Discussions and interviews similarly revealed employment and
education as the two major youth problems which are more or less
linked to all other problems. Absence of State policy in relation to youth
and flawed education policy are perceived as significant sources of
youth problems.

Employment

Undoubtedly, employment is not specifically a youth related
problem in the country, but its outcomes are different for various age
groups. By expert estimations, the highest level of unemployment
(37.0 percent in 2010) is observed among the age group of 19-29
(interview with Giorgi Tsimintia). Unemployment among the youth is
associated more with the motivation of attaining higher education and
prospects for professional career. Due to unemployment, the youth
are deprived of the opportunity of self-realization, and they relate their
unemployment to the sense of helplessness and reservations on the
usefulness of education:

| study, but for what?

The so called “hanging around”, which is purposeless loitering
of youth in the streets or in the villages, drinking, taking drugs, gam-
bling and criminal actions are related with unemployment, as well as
with abundance of idle time. High prevalence of alcoholism and drug
abuse among the youth was particularly stressed. Unemployment,
which often predetermines poverty and dearth of prospects, also trig-
gers a number of psychological problems. In addition, lack of money
limits interaction with peers:
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Lack of money in boys makes them reserved, so much
so that they do not even want to contact their friends.

Due to lack of money, the youth fails to satisfy many needs, in-
cluding the ones vitally important:

Today, similar to the elderly, the youth need pension to
be able to eat because there are no jobs. An unemployed
youngster needs food, and this need is even more than
that of an elderly. Unlike the elderly, the youth has much
more needs (interview with Teimuraz Tsiklauri).

In their interviews, representatives of political parties also stressed
the negative impact of unemployment on the demographic situation
in the country (interview with Levan Japaridze). The youth would not
marry because they lack the financial means. Moreover, unemploy-
ment also causes migration, which is correspondingly reflected on the
demographic situation.

Migration is an obvious outcome of unemployment. Members of
the group indicated that youth from economically backward families
are migrating abroad to Turkey from Samegrelo, as well as to Armenia
and Russia from Javakheti in the hope to find a job:

Everybody is running away, because out here there is
neither job nor entertainment.

Education

The issue of education concerns members of all groups, and this
problem alike the problem of employment has many facets. The re-
spondents first of all spoke on the low level of education:

Today the youth are more skilful in playing domino than
reading.

The flaws in the school reform system and low quality of teaching
in the majority of higher educational institutions, as well as unavail-
ability of education due to economic constraints are mentioned as the
causes of low educational level. The participants of the discussion
also pointed towards the poor professional level of school teachers
and lack of motivation for providing quality education. They mentioned
about inadequate equipments in the schools as well, particularly
schools in the villages. Moreover, due to the lack of financial means,
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many children are not even able to attend schools.
Scarcity of universities providing quality education was specified
as a problem related to higher education:

There are only a few higher educational institutions pro-
viding quality education.

Expenditures related to education represent an additional seri-
ous problem. Outgoings at all stages of educational process pose as
a problem in accessing education. Given that schools fail to provide
sufficient education, the economic status of the family actually deter-
mines whether the youngster would be in a position to pursue higher
education:

If you cannot afford a tutor, you will not pass the national
exams.

Those who manage to succeed in the national exams,
need funding to cover tuition costs:

Tuition costs are too high for a country like ours.

A lot of families are unable to cover those costs, and as a result
the youngster fails to continue education irrespective of his/her moti-
vation. Living expenses add to the tuition costs in instances where the
student’s family resides in a place different from the city with higher
education institution. Daily transport expenses also pose as a problem
for many students. The students of vocational schools indicated that
even though the duration of their course is one or more years, they
do not possess students’ transport privileges, and they have to pay
40 Tetri for commuting in municipal buses. Restricted accessibility to
information pertaining education opportunities was also mentioned as
a factor hindering attainment of education.

Entertainment

Availability of entertainment opportunities is as legitimate require-
ment as availability of employment or education. In the circumstances
of unemployment, this requirement acquires even higher importance
due to excessive free time. Entertainment opportunities dramatically
decrease with increase in distance from Thilisi.

Many cities do not have movie houses, theatres or gymnasiums,
and the stadiums in general are in a poor condition. In addition, there
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are no places where the youth could get together or take a stroll.

Scarcity of information on entertainment options was named as
a significant problem, and information on existing one-time events or
opportunities is not accessible for the majority:

If there is some entertainment event, the information
about it never reaches the village. The only place one
could get some information was a school, but after com-
pleting school, even that opportunity disappeared.

Motivation and purposefulness

Several group participants indicated that young people do not
have a goal in life, they do not know what they want and consequently
they are not motivated to be engaged in anything. The lack of motiva-
tion could be the biggest and the most alarming problem facing the
youth as the existence of corresponding motivation is a prerequisite
for undertaking any action. Lack of motivation and values was indi-
cated as the major problem (interview with Alexandre Silagadze).

Specific problems of rural youth

In comparison to urban, more problems are observed in rural ar-
eas, where isolation is stronger and motivation for active life is weaker:

In villages, the youth find themselves confined, and they
lack both interest and motivation.

Many young people are unable to use internet, which further in-
tensifies information vacuum and isolation.

Specific youth problems of national minorities
in areas they reside densely

Integration with Georgian speaking population is a problem for
national minorities residing densely in various locations. Being unac-
quainted with the State language was named as one of the major
reasons of this problem. Opportunities for communicating and building
relationships with Georgian speaking peers are negligible. Addition-
ally, lack of Georgian language skills further diminishes prospects of
finding jobs, which contributes to migration. Moreover, girls are addi-
tionally faced with the problem of early marriages:

In our community 13-14 years old girls are already mar-
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ried, but marriage is still better than staying at home,
what else can one do here?

During the course of answering the question related to the ways
of overcoming youth problems, the representatives of youth organi-
zations principally mentioned the necessity of increasing education
level and its availability, as well as of developing relevant State youth

policy.

Information Other
availability
4.80%

Incr_eas_ing Education reform
motivation 37.10%
9.70%
Employment
8.10%
Creating favourable Organizational
environment - support
3.20% Funding 9.70%
State policy 3.20% ’

16.10%
Fig. 2. The ways of overcoming youth problems
Source: Survey data (N=55)

5. YOUTH PARTICIPATION LEVEL AND TYPES OF ACTIVITIES

The participants of focus group discussions (FGD) reported ac-
tivities in which they were or are currently engaged.

The various activities included mainly dancing, singing and for
girls knitting and embroidery, as well as sports activities for boys.

A significant number of FGD participants mentioned that at school
they participated in cleaning the environment and visited various histori-
cal monuments. The high school students indicated that they took part
in the restoration of historical monuments and construction of churches.
Several young participants stated that they planted trees in response to
the Patriarch’s call. A few were members of a political party, and three
participants noted that they served as volunteers of the “Biliki” NGO.

In addition, several participated in student self-government, but
this to a certain extent was determined by the tactics used for select-
ing FGD participants.
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However, all the above listed is not sufficient. As mentioned earli-
er, sociological surveys revealed an indifferent attitude towards public
activities and politics. According to the National Report on Georgian
Youth Study (2009), 79 percent of youth across Georgia reported that
they did not participate in any public activity. Merely 54 percent of
youth voted in recent years, and 88 percent stated that they did not
participate in political activities. Even more alarming is the fact that
44 percent of the respondents did not adhere to one of the principal
democratic values, which is, they do not consider it necessary to freely
express their own opinions.

The majority of the surveyed participants (63.6 percent) indicated
towards their low level of participation. Similarly, the majority of FGD
also negatively assessed the level of participation. However, some
leaders of student self-government and a representative of youth wing
of the National Movement were rare exceptions from the general trend.
Consequently, the assessment of youth activity seems to depend on
personal experience to a significant extent. At the same time, active
young people believe that the activity of others shall be expressed
through participation in the activities of student’s self-government:

Young people actively participate in the events organized
by the students’ self-government; they show initiative,
are well organized and love life (male participant of the
students’ self-government group).

Participation is not unanimously perceived positively, as some do
not approve active involvement of the youth in politics:

The youth must mind their own business, and it is not
reasonable for them to attend rallies or engage in assign-
ments of political parties (female student from the private
higher education institution).

The FGD demonstrated different levels of youth activities in urban
and rural areas. The majority indicated towards higher level of activi-
ties in the capital city compared to the regions, although one respond-
ent voiced different opinion:

The situation has changed in Thilisi. People have lost in-
terest in everything, now we are living in a period where
less people are responding to the call, and as a result the
number of volunteers has decreased. While on the con-
trary, the youth have become more active in the regions. |
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do not know why this has happened, but right now we are
in a new period where there are more good young people
in the regions (interview with Giorgi Tsimintia).

Socio -economic Environment State policy
problems 7.90% 9.60%
11.10%

Civic
CONsciousness ——
12.70%
Motivation

o 38.10%
Being informed Education

12.70% 7.90%
Fig. 3. Reasons behind low level of youth participation
Source: Survey data (N=55)

6. CONDITIONS FOR PARTICIPATION

According to the survey, the lack of motivation is one of the ma-
jor factors leading to low level of youth participation. Motivation is a
complex construct that entails a host of conditions. It is generally rec-
ognized that the desire to participate, availability of time, existence
of favourable environment and invitation to participate are conditions
which facilitate participation in general and particularly in politics.

6.1. DESIRE TO PARTICIPATE AND AVAILABILITY OF TIME

The desire in youth to participate is very high and they have more
than enough time for participation. However, a significant number of
participants mentioned the lack of motivation as the major reason for
low level of participation. Indeed, the wish to participate is but one
component of motivation, so when dealing with the lack of motivation,
one has also to look for the reasons other than presence or absence
of the desire to participate.

Volunteering in the early years of life

It is a well established fact that the desire to participate and ac-
tual participation are both significantly determined by the experience
gained at the early stages of life, and it does not matter whether the
participation is mandatory (e.g. school requirement) or voluntary, for-
mal or informal in nature.

Several participants, particularly those residing in the regions,
recalled their experience of various events during school years with
immense pleasure. During the course of laying pipe-line through the
region, “British Petroleum” funded ecological programmes in Akhalt-
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sikhe. In addition, the participants recalled their work in the national
park, cleaning surroundings and various other activities. The schools
also arranged excursions to historical monuments, organized cleaning
of churches and involved students in restoration works.

Inertness

The participants spoke about inertness and low motivation among
the youth:

The youth does not possess the determination to do
something. One should not just sit and wait for someone
to call; instead one should think and plan actions accord-
ingly. Contemporary youth is not ready to act in such a
manner (female participant of FGD in Telavi).

The following were named as the causes of passive behaviour:
e General situation in the country, specifically in the regions:

The youth is wrapped in the mist of banal monotony,
nothing interesting happens and they stay idle. That is
why it is impossible to get involved in anything (female
participant of FGD in Batumi).

The projects beneficial for the population and the society
are extremely rare in our region, and even in those rare
cases perhaps as few as 20 young people would be in-
volved, for the rest there is no scope (participant of FGD
in Gori).

Following the war (August War, 2008), the youth totally
lost the desire to do something. It should be noted that
after these horrors, nobody came to support the youth and
nobody cared about them (female member of IDP group).

e |nefficient use of time and time constraints:

Students do not have the time because in parallel to stud-
ying, they are also looking for high salary jobs to cover
their tuition costs (male participant of FGD in Telavi).

Young people cannot plan their time correctly. One may
stay idle for 2 hours, which is not good at all (female stu-
dent of vocational college).
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e Economic condition
Many participants considered poverty as a serious hindrance to
participation:

When a person is needy, he/she has no wish at all to do
anything; all his/her thoughts are directed towards earn-
ing money to buy food (male IDP in the youth group).

When one has little or no money and many problems, it
is difficult to think about entertainment and involvement
into something (female student - participant of self-gov-
ernance members group).

Everything is related to financial means, why does one
not pursue sports or dancing? Because of lack of money,
since the parents have very low salaries which can hardly
cover food expenses or buying some clothes. There is no
money left for sports or other activities (female student of
vocational college).

Children are strongly influenced by family situation. |
know one family which managed to improve their eco-
nomic condition. You cannot recognize the children, they
have completely changed — now they are interested in
everything and try to participate in many activities (male
in Telavi FGD).

e Educational level
The participants stressed that the lack of adequate education pre-
vented the youth from getting involved in social life:

The fact that the majority of young people do not par-
ticipate in any activities is because they are ashamed of
what they actually are. Many of them even cannot speak
correctly, they do not know a thing and are literally bound
by limitations; they are confined within their limitations
and dogmas which they call traditions (male participant
in Telavi FGD).

e Computer
The attitude of youth towards computer is not unequivocal. Every-
body recognizes its importance, but at the same time they also admit
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that computer leads to passivity:

Nowadays, nearly all young people are doing nothing, so
they spend their time chained to the computer (female
student of a vocational college).

Instead of playing music themselves, they prefer to listen
to the music on computer; it is an extremely lazy genera-
tion (male student of a vocational college).

If one is sitting in front of the computer till 4-5 a.m., he will
be good for nothing the next day, and gradually he will
change his life style to the night life style (male student of
a vocational college).

6.2. ENVIRONMENT

The most striking problem hindering participation is the lack of
appropriate environment. There is no place where the young people
can assemble and communicate, as well as there is no context for
interaction or group work:

There are no places where the youth can go and meet
each other, share their opinions etc. (male participant of
Marneuli group).

The youth complain about the absence of circles without charge.
To satisfy one’s interests, one has to have money, which the majority
does not possess.

6.3. INVITATION FOR PARTICIPATION

One of the conditions for participation is invitation, or in other
words an offer to participate which depends on access to information
and effective leadership.

Access to information

Lack of information is a significant obstacle to participation. The
group members stated that the lack of information on existing rare op-
portunities prevented them from participating in the events or getting
employment.

They also discussed the bias of student’s self-governments. Many
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participants indicated that the members of student self-governance
possess certain information, but are unwilling to disseminate it on pur-
pose, because they either want to be the only ones involved or provide
the information only to their friends and relatives.

Scarcity of leaders

Informal connections and personal contacts play a crucial role in
the involvement of people in activities having community value. For-
mal or informal leaders usually serve as initiators of mobilization.

It is of particular importance to identify potential leaders, contrib-
ute towards the development of their leadership skills and subsequent
support. Many young people explain their passive behaviour by the
fact that nobody summons them. If anyone calls me | would go, such
was the answer of a significant number of participants when asked
about the reasons behind for not being involved in public life.

There is an apparent lack of sufficient number of leaders, and of
those with the capability of mobilizing volunteers for actions. Another
problem is for leaders to correctly understand the concept of participa-
tion. Conversations held with the leaders of student self-government
demonstrated paternalistic rather than participatory attitude towards
fellow students. Such attitude was reflected in their statements:

They said that they would like to have a discotheque, we
did arrange one, but they did not come, so we closed it
(female participant in Akhaltsikhe FGD).

Invitation for participation
The participants indicated that they felt ignored:

Nobody needs our activity, so where shall we be active?
What shall we do? (male participant in IDP group).

We would gladly participate, but we are not informed about
anything, nobody called us (male participant of IDP group).

7. WAYS TO INCREASE PARTICIPATION

The young people were more communicative and confident while
discussing factors hindering participation than while dwelling on ways to
increase participation. However, they did mention a number of notewor-
thy ways which would contribute towards increasing of participation.

- 83 -



Education

The young people consider education as an important prerequi-
site for increasing participation. They indicated the necessity of im-
proving education level at schools, participating in various trainings
and courses as well as organizing discussions:

The youth should receive adequate education, and
should like reading books (male member of FGD of pri-
vate university students).

The school is believed to play a decisive role in providing edu-
cation and fostering participation. According to participants, school
should develop participatory attitudes and habits in pupils, as well as
it should establish the value of doing useful work for the benefit of the
society. This requires formulating appropriate school policy, improving
social conditions of school teachers and increasing material resources
of schools.

Accessibility of information

Accessibility of information pertaining to participation possibilities
is a mandatory prerequisite for participation:

Itis absolutely necessary to disseminate information, be it
in the form of an announcement on notice-boards, or vis-
iting classrooms and disseminating information thereby,
or organizing presentations about the planned projects
in large auditoriums (male participant of FGD of private
university students).

The participants also believed in the efficiency of using computers
widely to collect, present and disseminate information:

A special site should be developed where information
on various activities or events would be presented (male
participant of FGD of private university students).

It is necessary to form a special group in the university,
which will develop ideas, write project proposals and si-
multaneously involve others actively in these processes
(female participant of FGD of private university students).
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Stimulation and promotion of participation

Young people often discussed the necessity to stimulate partici-
pation, though mostly failed to specify the form of stimulation.

The issue of the effectiveness of material stimulation for participa-
tion caused disagreement among the participants, while some consid-
ered it effective, others regarded it as unacceptable.

An opinion in relation to development of special stimulation sys-
tem has been voiced:

State should support the development of voluntarism. Do-
ing useful work for the society on voluntary bases is not suf-
ficiently developed yet, and it is necessary to create such
desire in young people. Gradually young people will get ac-
customed to doing things beneficial for the society, and that
will stir in them the desire to do good things for others (male
participant of FGD of private university students).

The students also suggested that volunteer work should be taken
as a compensation for not attending lectures. Another way of stimula-
tion is thought to be documenting volunteer activities in personal files
at educational institutions.

According to the participants, the notion of voluntary work needs
promotion, and requires regular TV broadcasts, talk-shows and dis-
cussions on this issue.

Active involvement of authorities

The participants indicated the necessity to develop State policy
on youth issues. They also pointed out to the necessity of stimulating
local self-government bodies:

Involvement of Gamgeoba (executive body of local self-
government) in the organization of various events would be
most effective. But Gamgeoba does not show any interest
fowards youth issues (male participant in Marneuli group).

The representatives of youth wings of political parties cited the
lack of attention from the authorities. They claimed that it is necessary
to adopt a law on youth:

Nowadays everybody from the President to ministers are
young, and | think to some degree it is good, but when
these people attain high positions, they completely lose in-
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terest in youth issues, even though they are young people
themselves, they seem to completely ignore the problems
faced by the youth (interview with Levan Japaridze).

Positive examples

A significant number of participants spoke about the necessity to
popularize positive examples:

I believe that much depends on the environment which
surrounds a person. This is particularly true for girls.
When a family sees that the neighbours’ children attend
such organizations, they will also allow their children to
join their peers (female participant in Marneuli group).

If a young person is surrounded only by passive peers,
she also would be reluctant to become active, but when a
young person sees that her peers have achieved some-
thing, she will also desire to be active (male participant in
Marneuli group).

More sports events and competitions should be conduct-
ed to attract young people and evoke in them the desire
to participate (male participant in Marneuli group).

8. ORGANIZED FORMS OF YOUTH PARTICIPATION

Existence of suitable environment is considered as one of the
prerequisites for participation. Creation of such environment and stim-
ulation of participation are the prerogatives of various institutions such
as State structures, non-governmental organizations, trade unions,
movements, church and international organizations.

As aforementioned, the questionnaire which referred to the goals
of organizations and their primary activities was completed by 55 or-
ganizations, of which, the majority (75.0 percent) are working in Thilisi.
Among the 55 organizations, 44 are non-governmental, 2 are State or-
ganizations, 3 are student’s self-governance bodies, 2 are youth wings
of political parties, and 4 are branches of international organizations.

Youth in general, students and pupils are the primary target
groups of the aforesaid institutions.
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Youth |

Pupils |

Others |

Professional groups i
IDPs |

Civil society |
Minorities |
Self-governance |
Officials |
Population |

Persons with disabilities |
Women |

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00%
Fig. 4. Target groups
Source: Survey data (N=118. The respondents
named several target groups)

The interviewed organizations were allowed to name 3 major
goals. The most often cited was the support to democratic processes
(34.1 percent). It must be mentioned that quite a number of organiza-
tions work in the sphere of education, human rights and integration of
Georgia into European structures.

Table 1. Goals of organizations

No.|Goal Percentage
N=135

Development of democracy

1 |Supporting democracy 10.4

2 |Establishing civil society 9.6

3 |Increasing participation 6.7

4 |Contributing towards democratic elections 3.0

5 |Establishing superiority of the Law 3.0

6 |Increasing tolerance 2.2

7 |Popularization of voluntarism 2.2
Others

8 |Education 1.1

9 |Protection of human rights 8.9

10 |Contributing towards integration into European structures 6.7

11 |Solving ecological problems 4.5

12 |Developing youth organizations 4.5

13 |Organizing leisure, sports and cultural events 3.8

14 |Integrating minorities, persons with disabilities, and professional integration |3.8

15 |Peaceful resolution of conflicts 3.0
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16 |Employment 2.2
17 |Developing human resources and supporting self-realization 2.2
18 |Establishing sustainable development and improving living standards |2.2
19 |Developing youth programmes, organizing seminars and conferences (2.2
20 |Dealing with the problems of IDPs 2.2
21 |Developing youth policy 0.7
22 |Monitoring university processes 0.7
23 |Improving business-environment 0.7
24 |Preparing youth for independent life 0.7
25 |Supporting party course 0.7
26 |Providing information on the ongoing political processes in Georgia |0.7
27 |Developing tourism 0.7
28 |Supporting media 0.7

Total 100

Source: Survey data

Funding is considered as the major problem by organizations.
45.3 percent reported scarce funding, and 17.2 percent pointed to-
wards the lack of qualified staff.

Funding

Scarcity of personnel

Other reasons

C i with other

Poor

Office space

Management

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00% 35.00% 40.00% 45.00% 50.00%

Fig. 5. Major problems of youth organizations
Source: Survey data: (N=64. Respondents could mention up to three
problems)

Organizations per se, State, donors and society were listed as
agents for resolving existing problems.
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Table 2. Agents for resolving existing problems

No |Agent Percentage
N=60
Youth organizations
1 Obtaining funding 222
2 |Activating work 15.9
3 |Improvement of professional skills 111
4  |Improvement of management 6.3
5 |Broadening contacts 4.8
6 |Attracting new members 3.2
7 Popularizing ecological problems 3.2
8 |Establishing the value of charity in the society 1.6
State
9 |Increasing funding 7.8
10 |Development of civil sector 4.8
11 |Adopting The Law on Youth 3.2
12 |Supporting voluntarism 3.2
13 |Implementing effective educational policy 1.6
14 |Implementing effective economic policy 1.6
15 |Liberating business from the State press 1.6
16 |Introducing privileges for charity 1.6
Donors
17 |Changing the funding strategy 6.3
Total 100

Source: Survey data

As mentioned above, various institutions, State structures, politi-
cal parties, trade unions, international organizations and funds, student
self-government, church, community groups and non-governmental
organizations are engaged in supporting the youth.

8.1. STATE STRUCTURES

The change of government in 2004 took place with active partici-
pation of the youth. The country is since headed by a young genera-
tion. In the current Government of Georgia, the youngest minister is
29 and the oldest 52 years old. Median age of ministers is 35 years.

Several State structures are focused on youth issues.
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Parliament of Georgia

There is a Committee of Sports and Youth Affairs in the Parliament.

Ministry of Sports and Youth Affairs of Georgia

Irrespective of the fact that young age very often serves as one
of the main criteria for getting employment, nevertheless problems
related to youth, employment, education and participation in public life
remains acute. One of the major reasons for such a situation is the
absence of State policy on youth. The Ministry of Sports and Youth
Affairs was established on July 1, 2010 as the sign of recognizing
the importance of youth and the need for State policy. The Ministry
actively started to define youth policy for the ensuing 5 years and to
develop an appropriate action plan. In the draft of the State policy
document, establishment of the Coordination Council with member-
ing deputy Ministers of Labour, Health and Social Affairs, of Educa-
tion, of Probation, and others as well as the representatives of the
non-governmental sector is envisaged. The Ministry plans to publicize
annual reports. The youth policy is planned to be implemented pre-
dominantly through the Educational Centre established on the basis
of Youth National Centre - its major objective being development of
programmes, Children and Youth Foundation — its key objective being
provision of grants, and the Educational Centre at Vartsikhe Camp,
which will increase youth resources through educational programmes.
Organization of Patriots’ Camps will remain within the competence of
the Ministry. Additionally, every Gamgeoba in the regions will include
a person responsible for youth affairs. In the regions, coordination of
youth affairs will be performed by regional departments of the Ministry.
The information base has already been created in the Ministry.

The priority direction of the policy will be supporting organizations
where 2/3 of its members are young people as envisaged by the Law
of Georgia on Children and Youth Organizations. The outline of the
policy strategy draft document states that the goal of the strategy is to
contribute towards the development of civic consciousness, the need
to care for others and providing opportunities for self-realization (inter-
view with Alexandre Silagadze and Irakli Megrelishvili).

Municipalities and self-governance bodies

Departments of youth affairs function in municipalities. The prima-
ry objective of Youth Affairs Department at Tbilisi Municipality is devel-
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oping youth policy as well as supporting youth and their organizations.
Its target groups are young people in general and in particular, socially
vulnerable youth. The activities of the municipality are versatile. It is
engaged in the coordination of youth organizations, dissemination of
information and organization of leisure activitiesThe programme of
youth involvement in sports activities provides 250 coaches for every
youth interested in sports. In addition, the municipality allotted 20 GEL
for each person under the age of 18 who is below the poverty line
for participating in activities at District Pupils Houses (interview with
Maguli Shavishvili). Moreover, Municipal Service for Youth Affairs in
Kutaisi is actively involved in implementing programmes in various
spheres such as: ensuring development of spiritual processes in
youth; involvement of youth in sports and tourism; promoting healthy
life style; arousing patriotic aspirations; organising leisure activities;
supporting gifted people. Furthermore, preventive programme for
youth prone to antisocial behaviour is being implemented in 4 public
schools with the assistance of psychologists.

8.2. YOUTH WINGS OF POLITICAL PARTIES

The main political parties have youth wings. However, the age
of its members are not strictly determined and varies between par-
ties. The lower age threshold is more clearly defined at 16, but more
often is 18 years (interview with Levan Japaridze and Girshel Bartaia),
though the parties state that if a younger member expresses the wish
to be active, they would not object (interview with Teimraz Tsiklauri).
The upper age threshold in some parties is 24 years (e.g. National
Movement), while in others it is 25 years (National Forum), or 28 years
(Labour Party), or even over 30 years (Christian-Democrats).

Parties with representative offices in the regions also have youth
departments. National Movement and Forum have their youth offices
in the districts of Thilisi.

The exact number of youth organizations’ members is not known.

The parties mention various goals of their youth organizations.
The representative of National Movement defined their goal as creat-
ing favourable conditions for the youth. The Party assists its young
members in resolving their problems by acting as mediator between
youth and State structures, and it also organizes holidays for youth.
The goal of “Alliance for Georgia” is to raise the level of political cul-
ture. The goals of the Labour Party Youth Organization fully coincide
with the Party goals, which are: voicing the existing problems and
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rendering assistance to the needy. As for Christian-Democrats, the
priority is the protection of youth rights. The goal of National Forum is
development and education of the young people.

With regards to activities, there is little difference between the
parties, they are mainly elections oriented. Young people are active-
ly involved in election campaigning, which include putting up party
posters, working on voters list and disseminating booklets. Although
members of the youth organizations of some parties (e.g. Christian
Democrats) were candidates for majoritarian deputies in the last self-
governance elections. Unlike other parties, the members of the ruling
National Movement are involved in the implementation of State pro-
grammes. The National Forum offers its members regular discussions
on the topics selected by youth. The party has already implemented
the 6 months duration project “The School of Economics”. In addition,
within the framework of USAID funded project “Youth Learn the Skills
of Discussions”, the group on the resolution of Georgian-Abkhazian
conflict is actively working.

The majority of the parties indicate that young people, who are
not their members, are also involved in activities.

All parties mentioned financial constraints as their principal
problem. This problem is more pronounced in youth organizations
compared to parental parties. Grants only cover seminars and train-
ing expenses, and these organizations are deprived of any fund-
ing for other types of activities. The representative of Alliance for
Georgia indicated that involving youth from the regions in party ac-
tivities is more difficult than involving residents of the capital city,
since the conditions in the regions are comparatively unfavourable.
In the regions, youth are engaged in agriculture, and it is difficult to
draw them away from this activity on volunteer basis. However, in
our discussions with youth, this issue was not apparent. The youth in
general, particularly from the regions, complained about excessive
free time and unemployment.

It must be mentioned that it is relatively difficult to generate inter-
est among the youth for political activities.

Gaining access to educational institutions with the highest con-
centration of young people and campaigning there was also mentioned
as a serious problem. At the same time, many participants objected to
the politicization of educational institutions.

Moreover, the parties considered the absence of the Law on the
Youth and youth policy in general as a problem:

Very few people know what the youth policy is, why is it
necessary, and in general, what is the role of the youth.
Nobody knows to what extent youth should be involved
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in the ongoing processes in the country (interview with
Shalva Kiknavelidze).

The representatives of the Youth Forum also indicated the irregu-
lar nature of attention paid by the parties towards young people:

The main problem of the political parties lies in the fact
that they remember the youth only during elections or
protest actions. After elections and manifestations end,
nobody remembers them (interview with Shalva Kikna-
velidze).

8.3. TRADE UNIONS

Trade unions of Georgia have youth wings, which is integrated
into European and World Trade Unions Structures. Trade Unions have
their regional departments, and their goal is to involve the youth in the
unions’ activities. Trade unions define the youth as people aged 14-35
years.

The members of the youth wing participate in protest actions and
signature campaigns for legislation initiatives. Trade Unions struggles
include resolution of youth problems, introduction of transport privileg-
es for students, and abolishment of fees for repeated attempts to clear
exams at universities. Trade unions provide probationary work on le-
gal issues for many young people (interview with Irakli Petriashvili).

8.4. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND FOUNDATIONS

A number of active international organizations in Georgia are im-
plementing dedicated projects beneficial for the youth.

World Bank

In the current fiscal year, Civic Foundation of the World Bank,
in cooperation with Open Society — Georgia Foundation and Eurasia
Partnership Foundation, funded 10 youth projects with total budget of
45,000 USD. The foundation was created in 1999, and for the past
three years it has focused its efforts on the youth. The major topic of
2010 call for applications was IDPs employment. The Georgian Office
of the World Bank has been implementing the “Youth Voices” project
for three years. The Youth Council with members aged between 15
and 24 functions at the World Bank, and its members are selected
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based on competition for a term of 5 years. The Council participates in
defining the winners of the Civic Foundation competition, and organ-
izes various youth events (interview with Inga Paichadze).

UNICEF

The principal target group of UNICEF are children, though it
also implements certain activities focused on the youth. The issues
of youth education will be reflected in its 2010-2015 plans. In 2009,
the organization implemented the study on youth prospects and their
perspectives on education. The report on the results of the survey has
not been published yet.

UNICEF works on the problems of re-socialization of 14-18 years
old probationers. Relevant information has been collected and data-
base is currently in the process of creating. This database will con-
tain information on the re-socialization resources existing in Georgia,
which is on the opportunities for receiving informal education, recrea-
tional possibilities, and non-governmental organizations working with
youth, as well as possibilities of trainings in prisons for inmates.

UNICEF in cooperation with the Parliament of Georgia and the
Ministry of Education and Science has formulated national policy and
strategy in the sphere of sports and physical upbringing of the youth
(interview with Maya Kuparadze).

Eurasia Partnership Foundation

Youth programme of the Foundation implements the Youth Bank
Project. The goal of the project is to develop the spirit of voluntarism,
to support civic activities of 16-21 year olds, as well as to realize so-
cial, political and economic potentials of the youth. The project has al-
ready funded 8 organizations in Svaneti, Kakheti, Guria, Kvemo Kartli
and Samtskhe-Javakheti. In the course of the project, participants
learn financial management through managing small projects directed
towards community development.

Open Society — Georgia Foundation

The Foundation does not have any dedicated youth programmes,
though more often than not, young people are the main beneficiaries
of its projects, and it has implemented several youth projects in the
recent years. These include: Young IDP Support Project implemented
in 2008-2009; Civil Integration Youth Summer Camps implemented
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in 2009; two projects on adaptation and employment of young IDPs
implemented in 2010.

Save the Children Federation

Save the Children has been working in Georgia since 1993. The
target groups of the organization are street children, women and IDPs.
The projects are focused on health, education, women and youth
needs. Besides assisting the vulnerable population, the objectives of
the organization include development of civil society.

Heinrich Boll Foundation

The major goal of the Foundation in Georgia is establishment of
just and tolerant society, support sustainable development, and improv-
ing the culture of public discussions. Its target groups are: civil soci-
ety, IDPs, minorities and youth in general. Within the framework of the
gender programme, the Foundation carried out a “Gender and Society”
competition among the youth in 2010. The winning essays of the com-
petition have been published in Georgian and German languages.

World Vision — Georgia

In Georgia, this organization is primarily working on children, though
it has youth projects as well, such as “Civil Education of the Youth and
Community Participation” project, which is being simultaneously imple-
mented in Georgia and Romania. The goal of this project is to familiar-
ize the youth with the principles of democratic society and civic partici-
pation. In Georgia, the programme serves three cities — Telavi, Batumi
and Kutaisi. Participants of the project receive trainings in leadership,
debates, civic participation, voluntarism and democracy building. The
youth is also involved in an exchange programme with a partner organi-
zation in Romania. World Vision plans to open three Youth Centres and
create Youth Councils (interview with Nutsi Odisharia).

Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC)

NRC currently implements two projects targeted at youth through
partner organizations “Alternativa” and “Education for Democracy”.
These are: vocational trainings and peer to peer projects. The aims
of the projects are to assist young displaced people in self-realiza-
tion, adaptation and attainment of basic education. The study groups
will function in vocational training centres of Tbilisi, Gori, Akhaltsikhe,
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Samegrelo, Imereti and Ajara. Moreover, clubs for IDP and local youth
will be opened in 6 locations (information provided by NRC).

USAID

USAID and PH International implement a 3 year project: Applied
Civic Education and Teacher Training Program (ACETT) aimed at in-
creasing youth involvement in democratic processes, and more effec-
tive citizen participation in community development. The programme
is targeted towards improving the quality and the scope of school-
based civic education.

The Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Technische Zusammenarbeit
(GTZ) GmbH (German Technical Cooperation)

One component of the GTZ programme “Private Sector Develop-
ment Georgia” is connected with improving general conditions for the
development of a labour market-oriented VET system, and focuses
on macro-level of financing, stakeholder dialogue and matching on
the labour market. IDP on-job trainings in Gori and trainings in tourism
industry in Zugdidi were included early during the initial stages of the
2009 to 2011 project.

8.5. STUDENT SELF-GOVERNMENT

Students self-government is a basic form of students youth or-
ganization. Self-governance bodies are functioning in all higher edu-
cation institutions, as well as in a number of vocational colleges and
schools. They are acting in accordance with the Law of Georgia and
Bylaw of every given educational facility.

Self-governance activities are fundamentally directed towards or-
ganization of leisure time, though the Bylaws of some universities self-
governance also envisage protection of students’ rights.

Self-governance is funded by the university budget. In some cas-
es, a fixed sum is allotted for one year, and in other cases the funding
varies from 1 to 5 percent of educational facility income. In small sized
universities, funding is provided after the approval of one time event
by university administration. There are no membership fees.

Self-governance is an elective body headed by an elected president.
Most often, one representative from each faculty is elected. In some uni-
versities the president is elected directly, whereas in other facilities, the
president is elected by the members of the self-governance.
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Members of self-governance are involved in the work of Depart-
ment Council and University Council. They comprise a third of the
department and a fourth of the University Council, thus they have a
powerful leverage to influence university decision-making.

A number of respondents (interview with Giorgi Tsimintia, Jaba
Jishkariani and Shalva Kiknavelidze) pointed out to the politicization
of student self-governance as a result of the pressure exerted by Na-
tional Movement and the lack of efficiency in their activities.

8.6. CHURCH

Church is one of active organizing force. The overwhelming ma-
jority of Orthodox Church congregation are young people. It is note-
worthy that the Church activities contribute towards inter-generation
meetings and cooperation. These activities include art courses, visit-
ing historical monuments and pilgrimages.

There are various educational facilities functioning at the Ortho-
dox Church, such as Thbilisi Clerical Academy, Seminary and Theo-
logical Institute, Institute of Decorative Gardening and Ecology, and
Nursing and Social Medicine Institute. The goal of these educational
facilities is the preparation of clerical, pedagogical and scientific per-
sonnel for the Georgian Church.

A four year educational facility is opened by a Catholic Church in
Vale. This institution teaches foreign languages and religion science.

8.7. COMMUNITY BASED ORGANIZATIONS

The survey revealed an important role of community based or-
ganizations (CBOs) in encouraging participation. CBOs have been es-
tablished in the course of implementing the project undertaken by the
Centre for Strategic Studies and Development. A part of those CBOs
are registered as unions, while a large majority is not registered at
all. The project funded the procurement of computers and copiers, as
well as covered the costs of internet, telephone, electricity and heat-
ing. The project pays salary to one coordinator aged between 18 and
35. The goal of the CBOs is to identify and resolve local problems.
Javakheti Youth Forum functioning in Akhalkalaki has similar goals,
where young people can use its office space and technical resources.
The young applicants are selected based on competition and receive
trainings to acquire skills required for working in the office. The Centre
located in Metekhi IDP settlement is equipped with computers linked
to the internet, where young people can attend classes in various cir-
cles. The Centre for Children and Youth Development is functioning
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in “Verkhvebi” - IDP settlement in Gori, where the young people are
taught how to write projects.

8.8. NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

According to the survey data, establishment of the non-govern-
mental organizations (NGOs) started in 1993. Nearly a third of the
surveyed organizations have 9-17 years working experience. 35 per-
cent of organizations are functioning since 2001-2006, and 32 percent
possess 1 to 4 years working experience. The majority (59.1 percent)
of the managers in those organizations are males, whereas females
prevail among the three leading staff members (56.6 percent). The
average number of personnel in non-governmental organizations var-
ies from 2 to 40. More often than not, the number of staff stands at 5.
Maijority of NGOs are engaged in some type of educational activities.
However, several NGOs are also engaged in information collection
and dissemination.

Information di
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Fig.6. Spheres of activities of non-governmental organizations
Source: Survey data (N=44)

In accordance with the spheres of activities, the overwhelming
majority (90.7 percent) of NGOs are engaged in providing trainings
and educational courses, followed by research and information dis-
semination (76.7percent).
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Fig. 7. Types of NGO activities
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Based on the interviews, 86.4 percent of interviewed NGOs had
at least one funded project in 2007-2009. Currently, the funding is
available for 78.0 percent of NGOs. Foreign Foundations serve as
the major source of funding (74.4percent), followed by embassies and
international organizations (62.8percent).
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Fig. 8.Funding sources for NGOs
Source: Survey data (N=44)

NGOs of various profile work with the youth. They focus on pro-
fessional development, education, minorities and marginal group’s
integration, human rights, ecology. In addition, there are information
and coordinating centres and umbrella youth organizations, such as
National Council of Youth Organizations of Georgia and Youth Forum.
The National Council, which was founded in 1995, currently unites 48
children and youth organizations. The goal of the Council is develop-
ment of open, democratic and tolerant society and stimulation of youth
through their involvement in civic life. The goal of the Youth Forum is
coordination of youth organizations.
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Professional development

Young Lawyers Association of Georgia is unquestionably the most
well-known and successful non-governmental organization. It was
founded in 1994 with the major goals of supporting superiority of law,
protection of human rights and freedoms, and raising legal awareness
among the population. It is a membership-based organization uniting
600 members. The organization provides assistance to its members
to acquire professional knowledge. Moreover, the Association has a
Legal Assistance Centre which provides free services to citizens and
organizations. Till today, the Centre has served up to 10 000 citizens.
The organization has branches in various regions of Georgia.

In addition to Young Lawyers Association, a number of other pro-
fessional youth organizations are functioning in the country. Young
Economists Association is another successful organization, and mem-
bership in this association is not limited by age. The organization has
branches in various towns of Georgia. These branches are coordi-
nated from Thilisi, though they carry out independent personnel and fi-
nancial policy. This association works in three directions: improvement
of business environment in the country, which implies working with
small and medium sized businesses from the legislative viewpoint; on
business regulations — supporting State economic reforms and par-
ticipating in the development of State economic policy; working with
young economists.

Lack and irregularity of funding is the main problem of profes-
sional organizations. They also encounter difficulties in cooperating
with State structures:

It is rather difficult to work and discuss various issues
with the State structures and eventually achieve some
agreement. It is always a time-consuming and a strenu-
ous process (interview with Giorgi Tsimintia).

Voluntarism is also a problem:

Volunteerism is mostly practiced by people arriving from
neighbouring countries rather than by Georgians (inter-
view with Giorgi Tsimintia).
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Educational organizations

Delivering education is the major function of many youth organi-
zations. Educational activities are also the principal objectives for a
number of CBOs.

The courses organized by Meskhetian Democrats Union impart
the skills in computer, English language, office work and project writ-
ing. Similarly, the organizations active in Marneuli, such as Centre for
Development of Non-Governmental Sector and Youth Integration Cen-
tre, as well as centre “Biliki” working in Gori also offer various courses
to the youth. It is noteworthy that the teachers in “Biliki” are young
volunteers. Considering the fact that education is the major problem
of youth and at the same time it is linked to employment, the demand
for such courses is high everywhere. UN Association is working in the
sphere of civic education in Georgia, and it has offices in Gori and
Kutaisi. The organization “Maps — Caucasus” is working on electronic
version of the map of Georgia and teaches the youth how to use the
Global Positioning System (GPS). Zugdidi branch of NGO “Abkhazeti”
provides vocational training to IDPs, where young women and men
are taught hairdressing, dressmaking, computer, mobile phone and
automobile repairs.

Organizations oriented on integration

Organizations located in the conflict borderline zones are mainly
working on integration of IDP children and youth into society. In addi-
tion, non-governmental organizations located in areas densely popu-
lated by national minorities also direct their activities towards integra-
tion issues. Their mandate partially coincides with that of CBOs and
educational organizations. Organizing leisure time for IDP children
and youth are the main activities within the framework of youth idea
funded by Eurasia Partnership Foundation. Organization SOS Chil-
dren’s Village provides teaching of workmanship or helps the youth to
participate in the national entrance exams to universities. Organiza-
tion “Dea” assists the integration of IDP youth and people with dis-
abilities.
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Human rights organizations

The organizations with the mandate of protecting human rights are
rather few in Georgia. However, in Marneuli, the organization “Azeri
Women Union” functions with a main goal of protecting Azeri women'’s
rights, as well as focusing on domestic violence.

Ecological movements

Several ecological movements operate in the country. One of
them is Youth Ecological Movement of Georgia, the major goal of
which is the promotion of ecological consciousness. Regional ecologi-
cal organizations (e.g. CENN, REC) possess a well developed infor-
mation networks.

Information centres and coordinating organizations

There are several information centres in the country, and their
goal is to inform the youth on various issues as well as to increase
their knowledge. Information Centre of the Youth of Georgia, estab-
lished by the initiative of Thilisi Municipality and Youth Forum provides
informational support and consultations to youth organizations. Its
website www.youth.ge contains information related to opportunities of
receiving education and scholarships abroad, job vacancies, as well
as opportunities of formal and informal education.

Internet sites

Internet sites are playing an increasingly important role in the or-
ganization of youth activities.

karavi.ge, the site membership of which is open to youth of any
age, arranges various hikes, out-of-town tours and excursions.

Church forum iberia.tv.ge arranges pilgrimages.

Facebook is an important source for information exchange and is
extensively used by a vast majority young people.

9. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Participation as a basis for democracy should be considered with-
in the fundamental human rights context since it provides the feeling
of controlling one’s own life, contributes towards the development of
social capital and raises self-esteem.

Existing public opinion surveys and elections data are unequivo-
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cally indicative of low involvement of youth in public life. With a few ex-
ceptions, this assessment is shared by many representatives of youth
organizations. The most often voiced reason for low participation of
youth was insufficient motivation. As a complex psychological proc-
ess, motivation can be determined by multiple factors.

State policy

There is no well formulated State policy related to youth issues in
the country, and consequently there is no action plan. There is no Law
on Youth, which in many countries regulate relation between State
and youth.

The basis for more efficient management of youth affairs was laid
with the founding of the Ministry of Sports and Youth Affairs. Currently,
the strategic plan is under development, and the necessity to adopt
the Law on Youth is planned to be discussed. The employees of the
Ministry are motivated, and all of them have the experience of working
in youth organizations.

e ltis necessary to involve the youth in the process of formulating
State policy. In addition, it is desirable to form a task force with
the representatives of the Ministry, youth organizations, NGOs
working on youth issues, experts, as well as representatives of
state organizations and donors. The Policy should be offered for
public reviewing and its final version should reflect all valuable
ideas of key stakeholders.

The contact between State and youth is very weak, and as a result
the youth do not feel that the State cares about them. Vast majority
of youth organizations complain about insufficient interest and lack of
contacts with the authorities. However, in some regions there is a pos-
itive experience of cooperation between youth and self-governance
bodies.

e Contacts with Gamgeoba are necessary for resolving local prob-
lems and influencing decision-making. Hence, it would be rea-
sonable to support the projects which envisage close coopera-
tion of non-governmental and govenmental sectors in the course
of their implementation.

Political background

To a significant extent, the political background in the country is
the determining factor for the passive attitude of the youth. The popu-
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lation expresses mistrust and indifference towards the majority of the
political spectrum. Additionally, the lack of trust manifested towards
State institutions is evident, hindering development of general trust,
which is an essential component of social capital.

e Initiated by political parties, activities directed at discussing and
resolving important problems facing the country can contribute
towards increasing participation and establishing a culture of
fact based argumentation. Non-governmental organizations and
media can also be initiators of such discussions and organiza-
tion of round table discussions. Therefore, supporting problem
resolution oriented discussions will increase youth participation.

Political culture and civic consciousness

For the vast majority of the population, participation does not rep-
resent a value, and volunteering is extremely weakly developed. For-
eigners prevail among the young volunteers working in Georgia. Simi-
larly, charity is rare, though in times of great misfortune, e.g. following
the August War, 2008, the extent of aid offered to IDPs by private indi-
viduals and various organizations was extremely high. Understanding
of civic responsibility is very vague and mostly limited to voting, and its
value is not acknowledged much. Surveys (e.g. Sumbadze 2009 and
2010) indicated that tolerance towards people with dissimilar opinions
and beliefs is rather low in society.

e Activities directed at increasing civic consciousness and tol-
erance will significantly contribute towards youth activeness.
These activities may include:

Trainings or short-term courses with simple and clearly defined
goals;

Summer camps where representatives of various ethnicity, reli-
gious beliefs and regions have an opportunity of knowing each
other, sharing opinions and establishing friendship ties;
Debates, competitions and conferences on democracy, toler-
ance, as well as on social issues.

Teaching Georgian language and culture should be promoted in
the regions populated by national minorities. Today the desire to study
Georgian and integrating with Georgian youth is evident in regions
densely populated by ethnic minorities.

e The youth from those regions should be familiarized with other
regions of the country and its historical monuments. Is appears
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that it would be beneficial to develop well illustrated, written in
a simple and comprehensible language textbook on history and
culture of Georgia in Armenian and Azeri languages. Georgian
college in Akhalkalaki can serve as a catalyst for cultural inter-
est. Of the 85 students of this college, 35 are Armenians. Teach-
ing process in the college is conducted in Georgian, and teach-
ers have a good experience of teaching Georgian to Armenians.
Additionally, a multifunctional youth centre can be established in
the college where alongside teaching Georgian language, inter-
ested persons could learn Armenian as well.

e To contribute towards further integration, it will be rational to in-
clude involving youth of various ethnicities in the projects as a
requirement for awarding grants.

Socio-economic background

The unfavourable economic background in the country determines
the indifferent attitude towards participation to a significant extent. On
the one hand it creates hopelessness, and on the other demands the
youth to use their entire resources for obtaining necessary means for
survival. Unemployment not only significantly causes poverty, but it
also hinders the development of young people, deprives them of the
opportunity to acquire working experience and consequently of en-
suring professional growth. In contrast, economic activity contributes
to the increase of interest towards public life. Under existing circum-
stances, encouraging the youth to initiate their own business will be an
effective measure. The examples testifying in favour of this idea can
be found in CBOs experiences. Teaching fundamentals of business,
developing business plan, financial accounting and acquaintance with
the basic laws will allow the youth to think about starting their own
business. Our study has revealed the existence of certain ambiguity
and often fears, as well as lack of knowledge of legislations concern-
ing business activities.

e Enlarging the scope of teaching skills related to successful business
management, which are conducted by a number of NGOs and inter-
national organizations will increase employment opportunities;

e Arranging competitions for best business ideas with a small
starting capital can stimulate the youth.

Deficiency of knowledge on modern technologies in farming and
issues related to realization of harvest yielded, are problems facing
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the youth in rural areas.

e ltis necessary to educate the youth on growing local agricultural
products in the regions;

e It will be rational to support the projects contributing to realiza-
tion of harvested products.

Education

Low level of education decreases the possibilities of getting em-
ployment, most often leading to poverty, which as aforementioned
hinders participation, and at the same time, it impedes the youth from
understanding as well as clearly voicing their desires and needs.

Participants of the survey unanimously admitted that low level of
education was due to faults in the education reforms, low quality of
teaching and inaccessibility to education. Inaccessibility is pertinent
to all levels of education. Insufficient income does not allow for pri-
vate tuition, and without which, in the opinion of the respondents, it is
nearly impossible to be successful in national exams, since schools
fail to provide sufficient knowledge. According to the National Report
on Youth Survey, 2009, such opinion is shared by 57 percent of young
people. In the event of being somewhat successful in entrance exams,
many families are unable to cover the tuition costs of the Universi-
ties. Even in cases when this obstacle is overcome, there are related
expenditures, such as transport, accommodation and daily expenses,
which become particularly serious problems if the young person is not
a resident of the town with higher education institution.

e The young people should be given opportunity to study. There
must be long-term credits for study, marriage and apartment
purchase.

In addition, all participants of the study indicated the importance of
professional knowledge and the desire to receive education. Respec-
tively, any kind of quality educational programme, whether long- or
short-term, especially if it is linked with the demands of labour market,
will contribute to the increase of participation, even though its effect on
participation may not be immediate.

e Supporting educational courses, including vocational train-
ing oriented on labour market demands in the given region will
eventually increase participation.

As an example, the rehabilitation of Karsi-Akhalkalaki railway is
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an employment opportunity for the youth of Akhalkalaki, since there
are no specialists of requisite profile in the district, the youth is willing
to learn the profession and get employed at the place of their resi-
dence.

Attachment to computer and decline of educational level in gen-
eral, as well as high cost of books has resulted in the fact that young
people do not indulge in reading.

e It is necessary to stimulate reading through discussing books,
replenishment of libraries with new books and increasing the
access to computerized libraries, as well as by dissemination of
information on available resources;

e Attracting successful students to volunteer as teachers at the
youth centres will on the one hand increase accessibility to edu-
cation, and on the other hand provide students with work experi-
ence.

Desire and time for participation

The majority of young people wish to participate. Many have more
than sufficient time for participation, which is particularly true for rural
residents. The desire to participate is undoubtedly a potent resource,
though only wishing is not sufficient for development of motivation. To
turn the desire into the basis for participation, it is necessary to invite
youth and provide scope for participation.

Invitation to participation

Invitation for participation is achieved by leaders or organizations
through mobilization of youth. However, the examples of effective
leadership are few, and the potential of NGOs in this aspect is weak.
Due to problems associated with management, finances, personnel or
infrastructure, youth organizations fail to ensure sufficient involvement
of the youth in public activities

e Supporting youth organizations, especially the projects with
detailed description of youth mobilization strategy, participa-
tion procedures, and monitoring mechanisms will increase the
participation level and contribute towards the establishment of
democratic practices.
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Conditions for participation

Lack of democratic procedures and space for meetings and mo-
bilization for collective actions are very important impeding factors.
The study demonstrated certain level of participation in places where
such space exists, e.g. centres at community based organizations,
IDP centres, and Javakheti Forum.

e Therefore, ensuring physical environment for joint activities, ar-
ranging meeting places and organizing different activities will
contribute towards youth participation. Establishment of youth
centres or clubs where young people can meet each other and
receive information will significantly contribute towards partici-
pation and amassing of social capital;

e Ecological interest stimulated by “British Petroleum” in Samt-
skhe-Javakheti should not be lost, and opening ecological clubs
in the region will benefit participation.

Many cities do not have movie halls, theatres or gymnasiums.
The stadiums in general are in poor condition. Whether it is a choir,
dance ensemble, or team sports, any kind of team activities contribute
towards the increase of social capital.

e Opening cultural centres with video projector and big screen
could improve the existing situation with minimal expenses.
Team activities should be supported and means for entertain-
ment should be provided.

Accessibility of information on existing
opportunities for participation

Information related to even limited opportunities of participation is
unavailable for the majority of young people. Recently some informa-
tion websites (e.g. www.youth.ge) has been hosted. The Ministry of
Sports and Youth Affairs is planning to develop youth organizations
database. By the initiative of UNICEF, a database on opportunities of
employment, involvement in sports and cultural activities is currently
under development. However, it is not sufficient, furthermore since
a lot of youth organizations and the majority of young people do not
have information on the existence of these websites.

e Development of youth websites with information related to
events organized all across Georgia, voluntarism, employment
and educational opportunities, as well as information on con-
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certs, films, etc. should be supported. The information about
those websites should be made known to the public;

e Circulation of youth newspapers should be supported;

e TV spots on youth problems with the participation of people be-
longing to various beliefs, nationality and age should be aired.

Introduction and stimulation of participation procedures

Decision-making through participation is a rare event. Even in
cases where participation is evident, it is usually of a lower level - such
as consultations, rather than of a higher level - such as direct partici-
pation in decision-making.

e One of the means to increase the level of true participation is to
make it conditional for receiving grants. As a result, the organiza-
tions will be obligated to base decision-making on participation
and eventually get accustomed to considering others’ opinions;

e It is necessary to teach participatory methods and publish a
manual on participation procedures;

e Educational facilities have a high concentration of young people.
This opportunity should be effectively utilized for the promotion
and implementation of voluntary activities;

e Introduction of self-governance at schools should be supported.
Young people are willing to work on probation and as volunteers.
In addition to other factors, the opportunity of the activity being high-
lighted in their resume is a good motivation for young people. This
opportunity should be adequately exploited.
e |t will be beneficial if donors while awarding grants would de-
mand from the grantees to recruit a certain number of probation-
ers and volunteers.

Generation gap

In recent years, the opportunities for joint participation of older
and younger generations have significantly decreased, and the gap
in values has increased. Existing research findings indicate significant
decrees in the risk of youth involvement in antisocial behavior in case
of positive partnership with older generation. The link between the
generations also ensures continuity of knowledge and experience.

e Itis necessary to create an environment where representatives
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of different generations can jointly work on resolution of prob-
lems.

Health

In general, health poses much less problem to youth, than elderly.
However, there are specific youth health problems as well as prob-
lems which occur at the onset of young age. The study revealed that
young people are alarmed at the scale of drug addiction and alco-
holism incidences. The participants indicated the link between drug
addiction and unemployment and insisted that drug addiction should
be considered as a disease and not as a criminal offence. They also
mentioned the necessity of establishing centres for free treatment of
drug addicts.

e Healthy life style should be promoted and supported. The pos-
sibilities to engage in sports should be increased.

Information and consultations on sexually transmitted diseases,
AIDS, and reproductive health issues are mostly related to the youth.
Consequently, opportunity to receive medical or psychological con-
sultation without any stigmatization is of immense importance. Such
activities can be conducted in health Clubs.

e Supporting health houses or health clubs where young people
can meet each other and receive information, as well as share
experience will be beneficial.

Automobile accidents are the cause of many young people’s
death or disability.
e Activities directed towards understanding the necessity of fol-
lowing traffic regulations, and teaching children the rules for
crossing streets should be supported.
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Annex 1.
List of Interviewed Respondents

Name and Organization Title Date
surname
1 |Devi Siradze |Youth Administration Head of the 17.06.2010
of Sports and Youth Administration
Department of Georgia
2 |[Shorena Youth Administration Specialist 17.06.2010
Shiukashvili  |of Sports and Youth
Department of Georgia
3 |Nino Children and Youth Specialist 17.06.2010
Khazaradze |Foundation
4 |Nino Vasadze |Georgian Centre for Programme 28.06.2010
Strategic Studies and Coordinator
Development
5 |Mikheil Javakheti Forum Chairman 02.07.2010
Komikidi
6 |Jaba Natadze [Union of Meskh Democrats |Manager 01.07.2010
of Youth
Programme
7 |Eka Abashidze|Union of Meskh Democrats |Coordinator 01.07.2010
8 |Girshel Bartaia|Krtsanisi District Youth Chairman 02.07.2010
Organization of National
Movement
9 |Levan Youth Organization of Chairman 11.07.2010
Japaridze Christian Democrats Party
10 |Irakli Trade Unions of Georgia  [President 12.07.2010
Petriashvili
11 |Shota Alliance for Georgia Member 27.07.2010
Dzagania
12 |Teimuraz Youth Organization of Chairman 27.07.2010
Tsiklauri Labour Party of Georgia
13 |Giorgi Georgian Young Manager of 28.07.2010
Tsimintia Economists Association Development
Department
14 |Shalva Youth Forum Chairman 04.08.2010
Kiknavelidze
15 [lrakli Ministry of Sports and Head of 10.09.2010
Megrelishvili  |Youth Affairs of Georgia Regional
Department
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16 |Alexandre Ministry of Sports and Deputy Head |10.09.2010
Silagadze Youth Affairs of Georgia of Youth Affairs
Department
17 |Maia UNICEF Project 16.09.2010
Kuparadze Manager
18 |Maguli UNICEF Consultant 16.09.2010
Shavashvili
19 (Inga World Bank Head of 22.09.2010
Paichadze Civil Society
Foundation
20 |Jaba November 7 - Organization |Chairman 24.09.2010
Jishkariani
21 |Nutsi World Vision Project 29.09.2010

Odisharia

Coordinator
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Annex 2
List of Focus Group Discussions and Conversations

No |Type of group Date Place |Number of attendees
Males |Females |Total
1 |Students of vocational|08.07.2010 |Thilisi 7 5 12
schools
2 |[Students of Thilisi 06.07.2010 |Thilisi 6 7 13
State University and
Georgian Technical
University
3 |Students of private  [01.07.2010 |Thbilisi 11 3 14
universities
4 |Students 30.06.2010 |Gori 2 8 10
5 [NGOs 07.07.2010 |Thilisi 5 3 8
6 |[Student 03.07.2010 |Thilisi 6 4 10
Self-Government
7 [Mixed 03.07.2010 |Zugdidi 7 5 12
8 [Mixed 04.07.2010 |Batumi 8 5 13
9 |Mixed 02.07.2010 |Kutaisi 9 6 15
10 (Mixed 01.07.2010 |Akhaltsikhe 6 9 15
11 |Mixed 02.08.2010 |Akhalkalaki | 10 15 25
12 |Mixed 06.07.2010 |Telavi 6 4 10
13 |Mixed 02.08.2010 [Marneuli 7 5 12
14 |IDP youth 30.06.2010 |Karaleti 4 6 10
15 |Conversation 30.06.2010 |Karaleti 5 2 7
16 |Conversation 01.07.2010 |Samtskhe- 5 8 13
Javakheti
Vale Village
17 |Conversation 03.07.2010 [Samegrelo 0 7 7
Kortskheli
Village
18 |Conversation 06.07.2010 |Kakheti, 3 2 5
Kisiskhevi
Village
Total 107 104 211
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DIRECTORY

ALPHABETIC LIST OF NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS Number

Abkhazinterkont 7
Academy for Peace and Development 29
Adult Education Association of Georgia (AEAG) 46
AIESEC in Georgia 3
All Georgian Youth Union - Momavlis Tskhinvali 50
Article 42 of the Constitution 23
Association Mteny 5
Association of Young Economists of Georgia (AYEG) 36
Association of Young Economists of

Georgia (AYEG) - Imereti Branch 37
Association Volunteers of Georgia 6
Caucasus Environmental NGO Network (CENN) 21
Caucasus Social Marketing Association 22
Civic Education Office of Shida Kartli 56
Cultural-Humanitarian Foundation Sukhumi 25
Faith in Future 28
Freedom and Justice Centre 18
Georgian Business Development Center -Kavkasia 42
Georgian Young lawyers Association (GYLA) 38
Georgia Youth Eco Movement (SAEM) 40
Georgian Youth Information Centre 39
Greens movement of Georgia - Friends of The Earth, Georgia 47
Health Care Development Youth Organization 58
Helping Hand 60
IDP Women Association — Consent 20
Information Centre of Georgia-EU Relations 45
International Academy for Education and Development 32
International Association - Civitas Georgica 30
International Center on Conflict and Negotiation 24
International Network for Civic Development 35
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International Organization for Human Rights
Protection and Prisoners Welfare

International Society for Fair Elections and Democracy
International Youth Association - Student

Internews Georgia

Junior Achievement Georgia

Kutaisi Education, Development and Employment Center
Local Democracy Agency Georgia (LDA)

National Council of Youth Organizations of Georgia (NCYOG)

New Generation — New Initiative (NGNI)

Pirvelebi

Research-Intellectual Club - Dialogue of Generations
Scouts of Georgia

Student lawyers Club

Student-Youth Council

Tkibuli District development foundation (TDDF)
Tsami

Union for Development and Cooperation - Progress
Union of Independent Experts of Adjara

Union of Kurdish Youth of Georgia

Union of Teachers - Education and Universe

Union of Young Leaders

United Georgian Youth

United Nations Association of Georgia

Young Initiators Club

Youth Association Droni

Youth Association for Social Sciences - Youth Alternative

Youth Club of Association of Disabled Women
and Mothers of Disabled Children- DEA

Youth for Civic Development
Youth for Justice — Georgia
Young Leader’s Club

Young Republican’s Institute
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59
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41
12
26
34
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17

49
27
10
43
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15
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13
11
16



DIFFERENT TYPES OF ORGANIZATIONS
YOUTH DEPARTMENTS OF POLITICAL PARTIES
STUDENTS SELF-GOVERNMENTS
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
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NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS

1. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR PROTECTION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS AND PRISONERS WELFARE
Address: 14, Purtseladze str. Tbilisi. 0105
Telephone: +995 32 935938
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: tevzadze _gia@yahoo.com
Website: Does not have
Year of foundation: 1998
Head of organization: Giorgi Tevzadze
Staff number: 20

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students
Persons with disabilities

Socially disadvantaged population
Women

Professional groups

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Creative activities
Support of youth organizations
Charity
Protection of legal and social rights of prisoners

Main Activities
Service
Research
Organization of leisure
Mobilization and advocacy

2. LOCAL DEMOCRACY AGENCY GEORGIA (LDA)
Address: 124, Rustaveli Av. Kutaisi. 4607
Telephone: +995 331 51551
Fax: +995 331 51551
E-mail: Idageorgia@aldaintranet.org
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Website: www.ldageorgia.org

Year of foundation: 2006

Head of organization: loseb Khakhaleishvili
Staff number: 4

Target Groups
Youth
Non-Government organizations
Local self-governance

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Support of youth organizations
Charity

Main Activities
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
Youth exchange programs: Eurpean voluntarist service

3. AIESEC IN GEORGIA
Address: E Bedia str.: Nutsubidze Plateau, | blok. Tbilisi. 0183
Telephone: +995 90 333844; +995 98 179837
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: info@aiesec.ge
Website: www.aiesec.ge
Year of foundation: 2006 in Georgia
Head of organization: Levan Sumbadze
Staff number: 10

Target Groups
Youth
Students

Main Issues
Education
Professional activities

Main Activities
Organization of trainings and courses
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International interships

4. YOUTH CLUB OF ASSOCIATION OF DISABLED WOMEN AND MOTH-
ERS OF DISABLED CHILDREN- DEA
Address: 3, Lazi str. Zugdidi. 2100
Telephone: +995 215 50139 +995 215 20611
Fax: +995 215 50139
E-mail: Does not have
Website: Does not have
Year of foundation: 1998 (club since 2008)
Head of organization: Madona Kharebava
Staff number: 22

Target Groups
Youth
Persons with disabilities
Disadvantaged population
Local self-governance

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Health
Sports and leisure activities
Professional activities
Creative activities
Charity

Main Activities
Service
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

5. ASSOCIATION MTENY
Address: 5" kv Vazha-Pshavela, building 4, apt.12. Tbilisi. 0186
Telephone: +995 32 316830
Fax: +995 32 316830
E-mail: info@bakuriani.ge
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Website: www.mteny.ge

Year of foundation: 1995

Head of organization: Aza Mdinaradze
Staff number: 4

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students

Main Issues
Dissemination of information
Education
Professional activities
Creative activities
Support of youth organizations

Main Activities
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses

6. ASSOCIATION VOLUNTEERS OF GEOGRIA
Address: 61, Tsinamdzgvrishvili. Tbislis. 0107
Telephone: +995 99 384918; +995 55 453030
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: vog@vog.ge
Website: Does not have
Year of foundation: 2009
Head of organization: Natia Tsiqoridze
Staff number: 2

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students
Persons with disabilities

Main Issues
Education
Creative activities
Support of youth organizations
Charity
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Main Activities
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
Stimulating voluntarism

7. ABKHAZINTERKONT
Address: 27 (101), Ninoshvili str. Kutaisi. 4600
Telephone: +995 231 64861/62; +995 99 170805
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: aic@gol.ge; tamrielb@mail.ge
Website: Does not have
Year of foundation: 1998
Head of organization: Archil Elbakidze
Staff number: 8

Target Groups
Youth
Students
Internally Displaced Persons
Disadvantaged population

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Health
Professional activities
Support of youth organizations

Main Activities
Service
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

8. UNION OF INDEPENDENT EXPERTS OF ADJARA
Address: 3, Chavchavadze str. ap. 4. Batumi. 6000
Telephone: +995 88 222 21685
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: aslani1979@mail.ru
Website: Does not have
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Year of foundation: 2010
Head of organization: Aslan Lortkipanidze
Staff number: 9

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students
Persons with disabilities
Disadvantaged population
Minorities
Women
Professional groups
Non-Government organizations
Local self-governance

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Professional activities

Main Activities
Research
Organization of trainings and courses

9. YOUNG INITIATORS CLUB
Address: 68a, Kostava str. Thilisi. 0171
Telephone: +995 77 148118; +995 55 394030
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: yicgeo@gmail.org
Website: younginitiators.org
Year of foundation: 2009
Head of organization: Lasha Parulava
Staff number: 12

Target Groups
Youth
Students
Internally Displaced Persons
Disadvantaged population
Minorities
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Main Issues
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Sports and leisure activities
Charity

Main Activities
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses

10. UNION OF YOUNG LEADERS
Address: 4/19, 9 April str. Akhaltsikhe. 0800
Telephone: +995 55 688242
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: beqa93@mail.ru
Website: Does not have
Year of foundation: 2009
Head of organization: Bekha Devnosadze
Staff number: 5

Target Groups
Youth

Main Issues
Education
Protection of rights
Health
Sports and leisure activities
Creative activities
Support of youth organizations
Charity

Main Activities
Mobilization and advocacy

11. YOUNG LEADER’S CLUB
Address: 4™ M/R, Varketili 2™line, building 7, apt. 24. Tbilisi. 0182
Telephone: +995 32 337534; +995 98 258959
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: tsu.leadersclub@yahoo.com
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Website: www.ylc-tsu.blogspot.com
Year of foundation: 2010

Head of organization: Salome Japiashvili
Staff number: 20

Target Groups
Students

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Sports and leisure activities
Professional activities
Support of youth organizations
Charity

Main Activities
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses

12. NEW GENERATION — NEW INITIATIVE (NGNI)
Address: 17, Tabukashvili str. Thilisi. 0108
Telephone: +995 32 982282; +995 32 990170
Fax: +995 32 990170
E-mail: ngni@ngni.net;k.chachava@ngni.net
Website: www.ngni.net
Year of foundation: 2003
Head of organization: Mikheil Devdariani
Staff number: 7

Target Groups
Youth
Minorities

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Party activities
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Support of youth organizations
Charity

Main Activities
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy
Organization of competitions

13. YOUTH FOR JUSTICE - GEORGIA
Address: 6, Ingorokhva str. Thilisi. 0105
Telephone: +995 32 983909
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: yfj.info@gmail.com
Website: Does not have
Year of foundation: 2010
Head of organization: Nika Kvarackhelia, NIno Gelashvili, Tamar Gabiani
Staff number: 4

Target Groups
Youth
Disadvantaged population

Main Issues
Youth unification
Education
Protection of rights

Main Activities
Service
Research
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

14. YOUTH FOR CIVIC DEVELOPMENT
Address: 27/14, Avtomshenebeli Av. Kutaisi. 4600
Telephone: +995 99 773278, +995 93 479439; +995 91 223209
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: youth4cd@gmail.com
Website: Does not have
Year of foundation: 2005
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Head of organization: Irina Tkheshelashvili
Staff number: 6

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students
Internally Displaced Persons
Persons with disabilities
Disadvantaged population
Minorities
Women
Local self-governance

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Health
Professional activities
Creative activities
Trafficing
Domestic violence
Waste management

Main Activities
Service
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

15. YOUTH ASSOCIATION DRONI
Address: 15, Kekelidze str. third floor, ap. 10. Thilisi. 0179
Telephone: +995 32 233258
Fax: +995 32 233258
E-mail: mail_droni@yahoo.com
Website: www.droni.org
Year of foundation: 2002
Head of organization: Giorgi Kikalishvili
Staff number: 5
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Target Groups
Youth
Students
Internally Displaced Persons
Persons with disabilities

Main Issues
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Health
Sports and leisure activities
Creative activities
Charity

Main Activities
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses

16. YOUNG REPUBLICAN’S INSTITUTE
Address: 22, Chavchavadze Av. Tbilisi. 0179
Telephone: +995 32 230264
Fax: +995 32 230264
E-mail: yri@yri.ge
Website: www.yri.ge
Year of foundation: 2005
Head of organization: Giorgi Abashishvili
Staff number: 5

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students
Minorities
Professional groups
Non-Government organizations
Local self-governance

Main Issues
Youth unification
Education
Professional activities
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Main Activities

17.

Research

Organization of leisure

Organization of trainings and courses
Political activities

THE UNION FOR DEVELOPMENT AND COOPERATION PROGRESS
Address: 8, Khazbegi str. Batumi. 6000

Telephone: +995 88 222 76499

Fax: +995 88 222 76370

E-mail: organization.progress@gmail.com

Website: Does not have

Year of foundation: 2004

Head of organization: Nino Gabunia

Staff number: 5

Target Groups

Pupils
Women
Local self-governance

Main Issues

Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education

Protection of rights

Creative activities

Main Activities

18.

Service

Research

Organization of leisure

Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

FREEDOM AND JUSTICE CENTRE
Address: 67, K. Tsamebuli str. Thilisi. 0120
Telephone: +995 32 345171

Fax: Does not have

E-mail: fi-centre@yahoo.com

Website: Does not have

Year of foundation: 2008
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Head of organization: Tamuna Uchava
Staff number: 9

Target Groups
Youth
Minorities

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Charity

Main Activities
Service
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

19. INTERNEWS GEORGIA
Address: 14/22, P.lashvili str. Tbilisi. 0105
Telephone: +995 32 923396,/97/98
Fax: +995 32 920425
E-mail: office@internews.ge
Website: www.internews.ge
Year of foundation: 1997
Head of organization: Genadi Uchumbegashvili
Staff number: 16

Target Groups
Students
Professional groups

Main Issues
Education
Protection of rights
Health
Professional activities
Creative activities
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Main Activities
Research
Organization of trainings and courses

20. IDP WOMEN ASSOCIATION - CONSENT
Address: 20, Tamar Mephe Av. Thilisi. 0112
Telephone: +995 32 344982, +995 99 570798
Fax: +995 32 344982
E-mail: admin@idrwa.org.ge
Website: www.idpwa.org.ge
Year of foundation: 1994, registered in 1996
Head of organization: Julia Kharashvili
Staff number: 15

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Internally Displaced Persons
Minorities
Women
Local self-governance

Main Issues
Youth unification
Sports and leisure activities
Party activities
Professional activities
Creative activities
Charity

Main Activities
Organization of leisure

21. CAUCASUS ENVIRONMENTAL NGO NETWORK (CENN)
Address: 27, Betlemi str. Tbilisi. 0105
Telephone: +995 32 751903; +995 32 751904
Fax: +995 32 751905
E-mail: info@cenn.org
Website: www.cenn.org
Year of foundation: 1998
Head of organization: Nana Janashia
Staff number: 40

- 188 -



Target Groups
Non-Government organizations
Local self-governance

Main Issues
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights

Main Activities
Research
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

22. CAUCASUS SOCIAL MARKETING ASSOCIATION
Address: 90, K.Tsamebuli Av. Tbilisi 0144
Telephone: +995 32 773150
Fax: +995 32 773150
E-mail: rusudan,csma@sanet.ge
Website: www.csma.ge
Year of foundation: 2002
Head of organization: Irakli Khvedelidze
Staff number: 5

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Health

Main Activities
Organization of trainings and courses

23. ARTICLE 42 OF THE CONSTITUTION
Address: 12, Shevchenko str. flour 5. Thilisi. 0108
Telephone: +995 32 998856; +995 32 932859
Fax: +995 32 932859
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E-mail: office@article42.ge

Website: www. article42.ge

Year of foundation: 1997

Head of organization: Nazi Janezashvili
Staff number: 18

Target Groups

Students
Disadvantaged population
Professional groups

Main Issues

Education
Protection of rights

Main Activities

24,

Service

Research

Organization of leisure

Organization of trainings and courses
Representation in national and European courts

INTERNATIONAL CENTER ON CONFLICT AND NEGOTIATION
Address: 5, Machabeli str. Thilisi. 0105

Telephone: +995 32 999987

Fax: +995 32 939178

E-mail: iccn@iccn.ge

Website: www.iccn.ge

Year of foundation: 1994

Head of organization: Giorgi khucishuvili

Staff number: 15

Target Groups

Youth

Internally Displaced Persons
Minorities

Women

Main Issues

Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education

Protection of rights
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Main Activities

25.

Research

Organization of leisure

Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

CULTURAL-HUMANITARIAN FOUNDATION SUKHUMI
Address: 6, Mgaloblishvili str. Kutaisi. 4600

Telephone: +995 331 72902 /71368

Fax: +995 331 71368

E-mail: woman@fundsokhumi.ge

Website: www.fundsokhumi.ge

Year of foundation: 1997

Head of organization: Alla Gamaxaria

Staff number: 29

Target Groups

Youth

Pupils

Students

Internally Displaced Persons
Women

Main Issues

Peace initiatives

Main Activities

26.

Research
Organization of trainings and courses
Organiozation of meetings

PIRVELEBI

Address: 5, Shevchenko str. apt.5. Thilisi. 0108
Telephone: +995 32 725721

Fax: Does not have

E-mail: kotetsupirvelebi@yahoo.com

Website: www.pirvelebi.ge

Year of foundation: 2008

Head of organization: Konstantine Chikoraia
Staff number: 8
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Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students
Internally Displaced Persons

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Charity

Main Activities
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses

27. UNION OF TEACHERS - EDUCATION AND UNIVERSE
Address: 52, Tsereteli str. Kutaisi. 4600
Telephone: +995 231 40872; +995 231 53115
Fax: +995 231 53115
E-mail: nramishvili@mail.ru; uteu_ge@yahoo.com
Website: www.greenadvocacy.net (temporary address)
Year of foundation: 2002
Head of organization: Nanuli Ramishvili
Staff number: 8

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Internally Displaced Persons
Disadvantaged population
Women
Professional groups

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Health
Professional activities
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Creative activities
Charity

Main Activities
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

28. FAITH IN FUTURE
Address: 6, Shavsheti str. Batumi. 6000
Telephone: +995 88 222 21178
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: momavlisrcmena@mail.ru
Website: Does not have
Year of foundation: 2008
Head of organization: Shorena Potskhishvili
Staff number: 8

Target Groups
Pupils
Students
Minorities

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Health
Sports and leisure activities
Professional activities
Creative activities

Main Activities
Service
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses

29. ACADEMY FOR PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT
Address: 76b, Vazha-Pshavela Av. Tbilisi. 0160
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Telephone: +995 32 302055

Fax: +995 32 302055

E-mail: apd@apd.ge

Website: www.apd.ge

Year of foundation: 2002

Head of organization: Giorgi Kakulia
Staff number: 6

Target Groups
Youth

Main Issues
Education

Main Activities
Organization of trainings and courses

30. INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION CIVITAS GEORGICA
Address: 97, Tsinamdzgvrishvili str. Tbilisi. 0107
Telephone: +995 32 951991
Fax: +995 32 911948
E-mail: office@civitas.ge
Website: www.civitas.ge
Year of foundation: 1996
Head of organization: Giorgi Mesxidze
Staff number: 10

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Internally Displaced Persons
Minorities
Local self-governance

Main Issues
Youth unification
Education

Main Activities
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy
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31. INTERNATIONAL YOUTH ASSOCIATION - STUDENT
Address: 2, University str. Tbilisi. 0177
Telephone: +995 32 551924
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: studenti1@caucasus.net
Website: Does not have
Year of foundation: 1995
Head of organization: Davit Beloshvili
Staff number: 1

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students
Disadvantaged population

Main Issues
Education
Protection of rights
Health
Charity
Environment protection

Main Activities
Organization of leisure

32. INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY FOR EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT
Address: 3, Grishashvili str. Kutaisi. 4600
Telephone: +995 231 5-13-30
Fax: +995 321 5-13-30
E-mail: Does not have
Website: Does not have
Year of foundation: 2010
Head of organization: Magdalina Bibichadze
Staff number: 9

Target Groups
Youth
Internally Displaced Persons
Disadvantaged population

Main Issues
Dissemination of information
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Education

Sports and leisure activities
Creative activities

Support of youth organizations
Support of employment

Main Activities

33.

Research
Organization of trainings and courses

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR FAIR ELECTIONS AND DEMO-

CRACY

Address: 7, Vazha-Pshavela av. Thilisi. 0160
Telephone: +995 32 983998

Fax: +995 32 372213

E-mail: info@isfed.ge

Website: www.isfed.ge

Year of foundation: 1995

Head of organization: Ekaterine Siradze-Delone
Staff number: 18

Target Groups

Non-Government organizations

Main Issues

Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education

Protection of rights

Main Activities

34.

Research
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

RESAERCH-INTELLECTUAL CLUB - DIALOGUE OF GENERATIONS
Address: 7, Kupradze str. Kutaisi. 4600

Telephone: +995 93 180746

Fax: does not have

E-mail: ricdog@live.com

Website: www.ricdog.org

Year of foundation: 005
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Head of organization: Nugzar Kokhreidze
Staff number: 7

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Professional groups

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education

Main Activities
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

35. INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FOR CIVIC DEVELOPMENT
Address: 46/50, Kostava str. Thbilisi. 0179
Telephone: +995 32 987756
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: incd.georgia@hotmail.com, shmagi55@yahoo.com
Website: www.incd.org.ge
Year of foundation: 2007
Head of organization: Shmagi Chokheli
Staff number: 6

Target Groups
Youth

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Health
Sports and leisure activities
Professional activities
Creative activities
Charity
Protection of environment
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Main Activities
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses

36. ASSOTIATION OF YOUNG ECONOMISTS OF GEORGIA (AYEG)
Address: 35, Orbeliani str. Tbilisi. 0105
Telephone: +995 32 922839; +995 32 990443; +995 32 936475; +995
32 923122
Fax: +995 32 922461
E-mail: office@economists.ge
Website: www.economists.ge
Year of foundation: 1989
Head of organization: Ana Katamadze
Staff number: 25

Target Groups
Youth
Students
IDPs
Disadvanteged population
Women
Professional groups
NGOs
Local self-governance

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Professional activities

Main Activities
Service
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy



37. ASSOCIATION OF YOUNG ECONOMISTS OF GEORGIA (AYEG) - IME-
RETI BRANCH
Address: 8, Rustaveli str. Kutaisi. 4600
Telephone: +995 231 44085, +995 231 44086
Fax: +995 231 44086
E-mail: imereti@economists.ge paata111@mail.ru
Website: economists.ge
Year of foundation: 2001
Head of organization: Paata Kldiashvili
Staff number: 8

Target Groups
Youth
Professional groups
Local self-governance

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Professional activities

Main Activities
Research
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

38. GEORGIAN YOUNG LAWYERS ASSOCIATION (GYLA)
Address: 15, Khakhidze str. Thilisi. 0102
Telephone: +995 32 936101/ 952353
Fax: +995 32 923211
E-mail: gyla@gyla.ge
Website: www.gyla.ge
Year of foundation: 1994
Head of organization: Tamar Chugoshvili
Staff number: 130

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students
Internally Displaced Persons



Persons with disabilities
Disadvantaged population
Minorities

Women

Professional groups
Non-Government organizations
Local self-governance

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Professional activities

Main Activities

Service

Research

Organization of leisure

Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

39. GEORGIAN YOUTH INFORMATION CENTRE
Address: 768, Vazha-Pshavela Av. Tbilisi. 0186
Telephone: +995 32 300011
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: youth.info.center@gmail.com
Website: www.youth.ge
Year of foundation: 2010
Head of organization: Giorgi Kakulia
Staff number: 5

Target Groups
Youth

Main Issues
Dissemination of information
Education
Support of youth organizations

Main Activities
Research
Organization of trainings and courses
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40. GEORGIA YOUTH ECO MOVEMENT (SAEM)
Address: 4, Khetagurov str. Thilis. 0102
Telephone: +995 32 728472
Fax: +995 32 207477
E-mail: saem.tbilisi@caucasus.net
Website: www.saem-tbilisi.org
Year of foundation: 1993
Head of organization: Gaiane Muradova
Staff number: 20

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students

Main Issues
Dissemination of information
Education
Sports and leisure activities

Main Activities
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses

41. NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS OF GEORGIA
(NCYOG)
Address: 12/15, Chaikovski str. Thilisi. 0105
Telephone: +995 55 910926
Fax: +995 32 910926
E-mail: ncyog@ncyog.ge
Website: www.ncyog.ge
Year of foundation: 1995
Head of organization: Vakhtang Asanidze
Staff number: 5

Target Groups
Youth

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
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Protection of rights

Health

Sports and leisure activities
Professional activities
Creative activities

Support of youth organizations
Support of youth participation

Main Activities
Research
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

42. GEORGIAN BUSSINES DEVELOPMENT CENTER -KAVKASIA
Address: 11, University str. Thbilisi. 0143
Telephone: +995 32 189354; +995 32 186353/54
Fax: +995 32 303159
E-mail: office@gbdc.ge
Website: www. gbdc.ge
Year of foundation: 2002
Head of organization: Sergo Baramidze
Staff number: 20

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students
Internally Displaced Persons
Persons with disabilities
Disadvantaged population
Minorities
Professional groups
Non-Government organizations

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Professional activities
Creative activities
Support of youth organizations
Charity
Development of voluntarism
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Main Activities
Service
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses

43. UNITED GEORGIAN YOUTH
Address: 26a, Abashidze str. Thilisi. 0179
Telephone: +995 90 755644
Fax: Does not have
E-mail:gogorishvili@mail.ru
Website: Does not have
Year of foundation: 2008
Head of organization: Giorgi Gogorishvili
Staff number: 40

Target Groups
Pupils
Students

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Sports and leisure activities
Charity

Main Activities
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses

44. UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA
Address: 2, Dolidze str. Tbilisi. 0171
Telephone: +99532 332516; 335216
Fax: +99532 331167
E-mail: una@una.ge
Website: www.una.ge
Year of foundation: 1995
Head of organization: Lasha Jugeli
Staff number: 30
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Target Groups
Youth
Internally Displaced Persons
Minorities
Non-Government organizations
Local self-governance

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Support of youth organizations
Organizational and human capacity building
Development of UN network in South Caucasus

Main Activities
Research
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

45. INFORMATION CENTRE OF GEORGIA-EU RELATIONS
Address: 25/10, Sherif Khimshaishvili str. Batumi. 6000
Telephone: +995 88 222 70070; (+995 55) 968028
Fax: +995 88 222 70087
E-mail: geoeub50@yahoo.com
Website: Does not have
Year of foundation: 2009
Head of organization: Irakli Shainidze
Staff number: 7

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Professional groups
Non-Government organizations

Main Issues
Dissemination of information
Education
Health
Party activities
Professional activities
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Creative activities
Support of youth organizations

Main Activities
Service
Research
Organization of trainings and courses

46. ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA (AEAG)
Address: 34, plot 3, Al. Kazbegi Av. Thilisi. 0177
Telephone: +995 32 729065
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: aeag@gol.ge; infoaeag@gmail.com
Website: www.aeag.org.ge
Year of foundation: 2005
Head of organization: Tea Gulua
Staff number: 3

Target Groups
Youth
Internally Displaced Persons
Persons with disabilities
Disadvantaged population
Minorities
Women
Non-Government organizations
Local self-governance

Main Issues
Dissemination of information
Education

Main Activities
Service
Research
Mobilization and advocacy

47. THE GREENS MOVEMENT OF GEORGIA - FRIENDS OF THE EARTH,
GEORGIA
Address: 40, Saburtalo str. Tbilisi. 0160
Telephone: +995 32 362633; +995 32 532611
Fax: +995 32 362633
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E-mail: info@greens.ge

Website: www.greens.ge

Year of foundation: 1989

Head of organization: Nino Chkhobadze
Staff number: 5

Target Groups

Youth

Internally Displaced Persons
Persons with disabilities
Disadvantaged population
Minorities

Non-Government organizations
Local self-governance

Main Issues

Dissemination of information
Education

Protection of rights

Health

Professional activities
Creative activities

Support of youth organizations
Charity

Environmental protection

Main Activities

48.

Service

Research

Organization of leisure

Organization of trainings and courses

SCOUTS OF GEORGIA

Address: Chaikovski str.12/15, Tbilisi 0108

Telephone: +995 32 997122

Fax: +995 32 997122

E-mail: scout@caucasus.net

Website: www.scout.ge

Year of foundation: 1994

Head of organization: Andria Urushadze
Staff number: 9
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Target Groups
Youth
Pupils

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Sports and leisure activities

Main Activities
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses

49. UNION OF KURDISH YOUTH OF GEORGIA
Address: 65, Tsinamdzgvrishvili str. Tbilisi 0107
Telephone: +995 93 393162
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: ilonakv@rambler.ru; youth@sarhad.ge
Website: www.sarhad.ge (youth block)

Year of foundation: 2001
Head of organization: llona Khochoi
Staff number: 0

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students

Main Issues
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Sports and leisure activities
Creative activities
Charity

Main Activities
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
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50. ALL GEORGIAN YOUTH UNION - MOMAVLIS TSKHINVALI
Address: 43/1, Vajha-Pshavela av. Thilisi. 0160.
Telephone: +995 32 324063; +995 99 107011
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: info@tskhinvali.org.ge; marina@tskhinvali.org.ge
Website: www.tskhinvali.org.ge
Year of foundation: 1997
Head of organization: Marina Meshvildishvili
Staff number: 12

Target Groups
Internally Displaced Persons
Minorities

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Health
Professional activities
Creative activities
Support of youth organizations
Charity

Main Activities
Service
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses

51. YOUTH ASSOCIAITION FOR SOCIAL SCIENCES - YOUTH ALTERNATIVE
Address: 42g, Barnovi str. Thbilisi .0108
Telephone: +995 98 177788
Fax: +995 32 251976
E-mail: info@alt.ge
Website: www.alt.ge
Year of foundation: 2004
Head of organization: Lasha Bliadze
Staff number: 6

Target Groups
Youth
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Pupils

Students

Non-Government organizations
Local self-governance

Main Issues
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights

Main Activities
Research
Organization of trainings and courses

52. STUDENT-YOUTH COUNCIL
Address: 3, Gabriel Episkoposi str. Ozurgeti 3500
Telephone: +995 90 904313; +995 93 904313
Fax: +995 296 73875
E-mail: syc_guria@yahoo.com office@syc.ge
Website: www.syc.ge
Year of foundation: 2002
Head of organization: Natia Gigiadze
Staff number: 5

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Health
Sports and leisure activities
Creative activities
Support of youth organizations
Charity
Development of voluntarism

Main Activities
Service
Research
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Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

53. STUDENT LAWYERS CLUB
Address: 32, |.Chavchavadze av. Tbilisi. 0179
Telephone: +995 57 727415
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: students.club@yahoo.com
Website: Does not have
Year of foundation: 2008
Head of organization: Giorgi Batonisashvili
Staff number: 30

Target Groups
Youth
Students

Main Issues
Youth unification
Education
Protection of rights
Creative activities

Main Activities
Service
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
Organization of meetings

54. TKIBULI DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION (TDDF)
Address: 4, Robakidze str. Tkibuli. 4300
Telephone: +995 90 802680; +995 297 22167
Fax: +995 297 22167
E-mail: tdf _georgia@yahoo.com
Website: www.t-ddf.org
Year of foundation: 2006
Head of organization: Mirza Gubeladze
Staff number: 3

Target Groups
Youth
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Pupils

Students

Internally Displaced Persons
Disadvantaged population
Women

Local self-governance

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Sports and leisure activities
Support of youth organizations
Charity

Main Activities
Service
Organization of trainings and courses

55. KUTAISI EDUCATION, DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOYMENT CENTER
Address: 3, Grtishashvili 4" turn. Kutaisi. 4600
Telephone: +995 231 51330
Fax: +995 231 51330
E-mail: admin@kedec.ge
Website: www.kedec.ge
Year of foundation: 2008
Head of organization: Lia Kiladze
Staff number: 37

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students
Persons with disabilities
Disadvantaged population
Non-Government organizations

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Health
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Professional activities
Creative activities

Main Activities
Service
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses

56. CIVIC EDUCATION OFFICE OF SHIDA KARTLI
Address: 8, Tutarashvili str. Gori. 1400
Telephone: +995 270 72931; +995 270 76157
Fax: +995 270 76157
E-mail: ceo_ak2000@yahoo.com
Website: www.coalition.ge
Year of foundation: 2000
Head of organization: Bidzina Samniashvili
Staff number: 5

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students
Internally Displaced Persons
Persons with disabilities
Minorities
Women
Non-Government organizations
Local self-governance

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Peace initiatives
Development of voluntarism

Main Activities
Service
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
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Mobilization and advocacy

57. TSAMI
Address: 7, |. Abashidze str. Thilisi. 0179
Telephone: +995 32 306099
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: tsamifund@gmail.com; info@tsami.ge
Website: www.tsami.ge
Year of foundation: 2009
Head of organization: Zaza Korinteli
Staff number: 6

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students
Internally Displaced Persons
Disadvanatged population

Main Issues
Education
Creative activities
Charity

Main Activities
Organization of leisure

58. HEALTH CARE DEVELOPMENT YOUTH ORGANIZATION
Address: 78, Uznadze str. Thbilisi. 0164
Telephone: +995 95 303535
Fax: Does not have
E-mail: lezieshvili@gamil.com
Website: www.hcdo.ge
Year of foundation: 2009
Head of organization: Sophio Aspanidze
Staff number: 15

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students
Persons with disabilities
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Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Health
Charity

Main Activities
Research
Organization of trainings and courses

59. JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT GEORGIA
Address: 6, J. Bagrationi Av. Tbilisi. 0160
Telephone: +995 32 383676
Fax: +995 32 383670
E-mail: gege@jag.ge
Website: www.jag.ge
Year of foundation: 2002
Head of organization: Lanselot Petcher, Eka Gegeshidze
Staff number: 4

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Professional activities
Charity

Main Activities
Service
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
Mobilization and advocacy

60. HELPING HAND
Address: 138, Agmashenebeli Av. Thilisi. 0102
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Telephone: +995 32 109110

Fax: +995 32 726131

E-mail: helpinghandingeorgia@hotmail.com
Website: www.ngo.org.ge

Year of foundation: 2009

Head of organization: Kate Starostka

Staff number: 6

Target Groups
Youth
Pupils
Students
Internally Displaced Persons
Persons with disabilities
Disadvantaged population

Main Issues
Youth unification
Dissemination of information
Education
Protection of rights
Health
Sports and leisure activities
Professional activities
Creative activities
Support of youth organizations
Charity

Main Activities
Service
Research
Organization of leisure
Organization of trainings and courses
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DIFFERENT TYPES OF ORGANIZATIONS

Name: National Center of Children and Youth
Address: 76a, Vazha-Pshavela ave. Thilisi. 0160
Telephone: +995 32 300202; +995 32 302253
Fax: +995 32 302553

E-mail: kesadze@cync.ge

Website: www. cync.ge

Head of organization: Tatia Eliadze

Name: Youth Department of Tbilisi Municipality
Address: 7, Shartava. Thilisi. 0160
Telephone: +995 32 378371

Fax: Does not have

E-mail: axalgazrdoba@tbilisi.gov.ge

Website: www.tbilisi.gov.ge

Head: Tornike Khutsihvili

Name: Ombudsman’s office

Address: 6, Nino Ramishvili str. Tbilisi.0179
Telephone: +995 32 9138-14/15/41/42/43/75/76/77
Fax: +995 32 922470

E-mail: info@ombudsman.ge

Website: www.ombudsman.ge

Head of organization: Giorgi Tugushi

Name: NATO Information Center
Address: 7, Gudiashvili str. Tbilisi. 0105
Telephone: +995 32 989682

Fax: +995 32 989682

E-mail: natoinfo@natoinfo.ge

Website: www.natoinfo.ge

Head of organization: Tengiz Gogotishvili

Name: The Committee of Sports and Youth of Georgian Parliament
Address: 8, Rustaveli av. Tbilisi.0108

Telephone: +995 32 281726; +995 32 281642

Fax: +995 32 921283

E-mail: sports@parliament.ge

Website: www.parliament.ge

Chairman: Giorgi Asanidze

Name: Georgian Trade Unions Confederation
Address: 1/43, Vazha-Pshavela av. Tbilisi.0177
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Telephone: +995 32 323545
Fax: +995 32 388197
E-mail: gtuc@geo.net.ge
Website: www.gtuc.ge

Head: Irakli Petriashvili

Name: Georgian Patriarchy Center for Spiritual and Intellectual Development

Address: St. Trinity Cathedral. St.Elia Mountain. Thilisi. 0103.

Telephone:+995 32 459272

Fax: Does not have

E-mail: axalgazrdoba@gmail.com

Website: www.axalgazrdoba.ge

Head of organization: Archbishop of Tsageri and Lentechi - Stephan Kalai-
jishvili

Name: Ministry of Sports and Youth of Georgia
Address: 9, Cholokashvili. Thilisi. 0161
Telephone: +995 32 235433; 995 32 235433,
Fax: +995 32 202049

E-mail: info@sport.gov.ge

Website: www.msy.gov.ge

Minister: Vladimer Vardzelashvili

Head of Youth Department: Jumber Zurabiani

Name: Town Youth Unit of Kutaisi municipality
Address: 3, Rustaveli av. Kutaiais.4600
Telephone: +995 231 46977

Fax: Does not have

E-mail: caiaiyouth@gmail.com

Website: www.kutaisi.gov.ge

Head: Teimuraz Tsamtsishvili

Name: Shota Rustaveli State University Student Research Center
Address: 35, Ninoshvili str. Batumi. 6000

Telephone: +995 55 130296

Fax: Does not have

E-mail: center@bsu.ge

Website: www.bsu.edu.ge

Head of organization: Tamaz darchidze
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YOUTH DEPARTMENTS OF POLITICAL PARTIES

Name: Young Republicans-Youth Movement of Georgian Republican Party
Address: 13, Griboedov str. Tbilisi.0118

Telephone: +995 32 933956

Fax: +995 32 933956

E-mail: young@republicans.ge

Website: www.republicans.ge

Head: Tinatin Dzneladze

Name: Young Socialist

Address: 42g, Barnovi str. Thbilisi. 0178
Telephone: +995 32 251676

Fax: +995 32 251676

E-mail: ysg@ysg.ge

Website: www.ysg.ge

Head of organization: Giorgi Kanchaveli

Name: Youth Forum

Address: 82, Lvov str. 1060. Tbilisi
Telephone: +995 32 378088; +995 32 379091
Fax: +995 32996577

E-mail: office@forumi.ge

Website: www.forumi.ge

Head of organization: Shalva Kiknavelidze

Name: New Rights

Address: 3, J.Kalandadze str. Tbilisi. 0114.
Telephone: +995 32 722101

Fax: +995 32 723858

E-mail: nrp@nrp.ge

Website: www.nrp.ge

Head: Revaz Sokhadze

Name: Democratic Movement-United Georgia
Address: 8, Abuladze str. Thilisi. 0162
Telephone: +995 32 550388; +995 32 550377
Fax: Does not have

E-mail: mail@democrats.ge

Website: www.democrats.ge

Head: Giorgi Kobakhidze

Name: United National Movement youth organization: Krtsanisi District
Address: 10, Kavlashvili str. Thbilisi. 0105
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Telephone: +995 32 514243; +995 77 118328; +995 55 940340
Fax: +995 32 514243

E-mail: gishobartaia@yahoo.com

Website: www.unm.ge

Head: Girshel Bartaia

Name: Labor Party

Address: 88, I. Javakhishvili str. Thilisi. 0112
Telephone: +995 32 943922

Fax: +995 32 942922

E-mail: labour_info@caucasus.net
Website: www.labour.ge

Head: Teimuraz Tsiklauri

Name: Conservative Party of Georgia
Address: 15, Arakishvili str. Tbilisi.0179
Telephone: +995 32 226123

Fax: +995 32 226123

E-mail: office@conservatives.ge
Website: www.conservatives.ge

Head: Lado Bulbulashvili

Name: Christian-Democratic Movement
Address: 59, Tsagareli str. Thilisi. 0194
Telephone: +995 32 141034

Fax: +995 32 388394

E-mail: office@cdm.ge

Website: www.cdm.ge

Head: Levan Japaridze

Name: Our Georgia-Free Democrats

Address: 74, A.Tsagareli. Tbilisi.0194
Telephone: +995 32 381410; +995 32 104140
Fax: Does not have

E-mail: ogfdmail@gmail.com

Website: Under construction

Head: Sulkhan Glonti
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STUDENTS SELF-GOVERNMENTS

Name: Akaki Tsereteli State University Student Self-Government

Address: 59, Tamar Mepe. Kutaisi 4600

Telephone: +995 331 42173; +995331 45784; +995331 50059;
+99557580356.

Fax: +995331 43833

E-mail: atsu@atsu.edu.ge

Website: www.atsu.edu.ge

Head of organization: Archil Kasrashvili

Name: Apolon Kutateladze Academy of Arts Student Self-Government
Address: 22, Griboedov str. Thbilisi. 0108

Telephone: +995 32 934665; +995 32 936959

Fax: +995 32 934562

E-mail: info@art.edu.ge

Website: www. art.edu.ge

Head of organization: Lina Gedenadze

Name: Akhaltsikhe State University Student Self-Government
Address: 106, Rustaveli str. Akhaltsikhe. 0800

Telephone: +995 21990; +995877711582

Fax: +995 265 21990

E-mail: contact@akhaltsikhe.edu.ge

Website: www.tsu-meskheti.edu.ge

Head of organization: Beka Devnosadze

Name: Grigol Robakidze University Student Self-Government
Address: 6, Bagrationi. Thilisi. 0160

Telephone: +995 32 384406; +995 32 385695; +995 32 382706
Fax: +995 32 252981

E-mail: info@gruni.edu.ge

Website: www.gruni.edu.ge

Head of organization: Levan Gugushvili

Name: Thilisi State University of Economic Relations Student Self-Government
Address: 55, Ketevan Tsamebuli av. Tbilisi. 0144

Telephone: +995 32 942883; +995 32942772; +995 32942787; +995 99 772917
Fax: +99532 943160

E-mail: info@teusu.edu.ge

Website: www.teusu.edu.ge

Head: Shota Misabishvili

Name: Tbilisi Vano SarajiShvili State Conservatoire Student Self-Government
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Address: 010 8, Griboedov 8,
Telephone: +995 32 999144

Fax: +995 32 987187

E-mail: unfo@konservatoire.edu.ge
Website: www. konservatoire.edu.ge
Head of organization: Keti Shitadze

Name: Thilisi State Medical University Self-Government
Address: 33, Vazha-Pshavela av. Thilisi.0160
Telephone: +995 32542444, +995 32 542445

Fax: +995 32 542441

E-mail: pr@tsmu.edu

Website: www.tsmu.edu

Head of organization: Giga Sordia

Name: TSU Student Self-Government
Address: 1, Chavchavadze av. Thilisi.0179
Telephone: +995 32 251238

Fax: Does not have

E-mail: contact@tsu-tvitmmartveloba.ge
Website: www.tsu-tvitmmartveloba.ge
Head of organization: Vasil Gubadze

Name: lakob Gogebashvili Telavi State University Student Self-Government
Address: Universiteti, 1. Telavi. 2200

Telephone: +995 250704; +99525072401

Fax: Does not have

E-mail: tesau@edu.ge

Website: www.tesau@edu.ge

Head of organization: Zurab Kiknadze

Name: llia State University Student Self-Government
Address: 3/5 Kakutsa Cholokashvili av. Thilisi.0162
Telephone: +995 32 231026; +995 32 294197
Fax: +995 32 294197

E-mail: uni@iliauni.edu.ge

Website: www.iliauni.edu.ge

Head: llia Goglidze

Name: Caucasian University Student Self-Government
Address: 1, P.Saakadze str. Thilisi. 0132

Telephone: +995 32 377777

Fax: +995 32 313226

E-mail: info@cu.edu.ge
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Website: www.cu.edu.ge
Head of organization: Amiran Kartvelishvili

Name: David Agmashenebeli Georgian University Student self-Government
Address: 25, Chavchavadze av. Thilisi. 0179

Telephone: +995 32 252788; +995 32 989445

Fax: +995 32 252788

E-mail: info@sdasu.ge

Website: www.sdasu.edu.ge; www.sdasu.ge; www.daug.ge; www.daug.edu.ge
Head of organization: Nino Kerdzaia

Name: Georgian Economics and Law University Student Self-Government
Address: 44, Vazha-Pshavela. Tbilisi.0160

Telephone: +992 32 391803; +995 71 000877

Fax: Does not have

E-mail: sessu@sessu.edu.ge

Website: www.sessu.edu.ge

Head: Sergi Beriashvili

Name: Georgian Technical University Student Self-Government
Address: Administrative building. 77, Kostava str. Thilisi. 0175.
Telephone: +995 32 365155

Fax: +995 32 365155

E-mail: stu@gtu.ge

Website: www.gtu.edu.ge

Head: Beka Kikilashvili

Name: Georgian University Student Self-Government
Address: 77a, Kostava str. Tbilisi. 0175

Telephone: +995 32 241144, +995 32 241145/46/47
Fax: +995 32 241145

E-mail: ug@ug.edu.ge

Website: www.ug.edu.ge

Head of organization: Gvantsa Kalandadze

Name: Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Cinema State University Student Self-
Government

Address: 19, Rustaveli av. Tbilisi. 0108

Telephone: +89532 999441

Fax:+ 89532990575

E-mail: info@tafu.edu.ge

Website: www. tafu.edu.ge

Head of organization: Natia Tskvitaia
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Name: Sukhumi State University Student Self-Government
Address: 9, A.Politkovskaia str. Thilisi. 0186.

Telephone: +995 32 541472

Fax: Does not have

E-mail: sustvitmartveloba@yahoo.com

Website: www.sust.ge

Head: Giorgi Bliadze

Name: Black Sea International University Student Self-Government
Address: km.2. 13, D.Agmashenebeli Kheivani. Tbilisi. 0131.
Telephone: +995 32 595005

Fax: +995 32 595008

E-mail: contact@ibsu.edu.ge

Website: www.ibsu.edu.ge

Head: Giorgi Khidirbegishvili

Name: Shota Meskhia Zugdidi State University Student Self-Government
Address: 14,Janashia. Zugdidi. 2100

Telephone: +995 215 56214; +995 215 56216.

Fax: Does not have

E-mail: zssuedu@gmail.com

Website: www.zssu.ge

Head of organization: Irakli Apkhazava
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Name: Save the Children

Address: 20, Gotua str. Thilisi. 0160
Telephone: +995 32 244521/28.
Fax: +995 32 377863

E-mail: scgeorgia@savechildren.ge
Website: www.savechildren.org
Head of organization: Leslie Wilson

Name: German Technical Cooperation GTZ
Address: 4, Elene Akhvlediani Agmarti. Thilisi. 0103
Telephone: +995 32 201800

Fax: +995 32 201801

E-mail: martin.homola@gtz.d

Website: www.gtz.de

Head of organization: Martin Homola

Name: Eurasia Partnership Foundation
Address: 3, Kavsadze str. Thbilisi. 0179
Telephone: +995 32253942/43

Fax: +995 32 223264

E-mail: info@epfoun.ge

Website: www. epfoun.ge

Head of organization: Ketevan Vashakidze

Name: World Vision

Address: 18/17 Imedashvili str. Thbilisi.0160
Telephone: +995 32 433550; +995 32 433549
Fax: +995 32 433535

E-mail: Georgia@wvi.org

Website: www. .georgia.worldvision.org

Head of organization: Paolo Ferraris

Name: UNICEF

Address: UN House. 9, Eristavi str. Tbilisi. 0179

Telephone: +995 32 232388; +995 32 251130; +995 32 250281; +995 32 251656
Fax: +995 32 251236

E-mail: tbilisi@unicef.org

Website: www. unicef.org/georgia

Head of organization: Roeland Monasch

Name: World Bank
Address: 5, Nino Ramishvili 5. Thilisi. 0179
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Telephone: +995 32 913096

Fax: +995 32 913478

E-mail:

Website: www.web.worldbank.org
Head of organization: Asad Alam

Name: American Council For International Education
Address: 27/29 Chavchavadze, av. Thilisi
Telephone: +995 32 292106

Fax: +995 32 252107

E-mail: flex@amcouncils.ge

Website: www.americancouncils.ge

Head of organization: Timothy K Blauvelt

Name: Open Society Georgia Foundation
Address: 10, Chovelidze str. Thilisi. 0108
Telephone: +995 32 250463; +995 32 250592
Fax: +995 32 291052

E-mail: contact@osgf.ge; osgf@osgf.ge
Website: www.osgf.ge

Head of organization: Keti Khutsishvili
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LIST OF NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS

1.International Organization for Human Rights Protection and
Prisoners Welfare

2.Local Democracy Agency Georgia (LDA)
3.AIESEC in Georgia

4 Youth Club of Association of Disabled WWomen and Mothers of
Disabled Children- DEA

5.Association Mteny
6.Association Volunteers of Georgia
7.Abkhazinterkont
8.Union of Independent Experts of Adjara
9.Young Initiators Club
10.Union of Young Leaders
11.Young Leader’s Club
12.New Generation — New Initiative (NGNI)
13.Youth for Justice — Georgia
14.Youth for Civic Development
15.Youth Association Droni
16.Young Republican’s Institute
17.Union for Development and Cooperation - Progress
18.Freedom and Justice Centre
19.Internews Georgia
20.IDP Women Association — Consent
21.Caucasus Environmental NGO Network (CENN)
22.Caucasus Social Marketing Association
23.Article 42 of the Constitution
24 International Center on Conflict and Negotiation
25.Cultural-Humanitarian Foundation Sukhumi
27.Union of Teachers - Education and Universe
28.Faith in Future
29.Academy for Peace and Development
30.International Association - Civitas Georgica
31.International Youth Association - Student
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32.International Academy for Education and Development
33.International Society for Fair Elections and Democracy
34.Research-Intellectual Club - Dialogue of Generations
35.International Network for Civic Development
36.Association of Young Economists of Georgia (AYEG)

37.Association of Young Economists of Georgia (AYEG) - Imereti
Branch

38.Georgian Young lawyers Association (GYLA)
39.Georgian Youth Information Centre

40.Georgia Youth Eco Movement (SAEM)

41.National Council of Youth Organizations of Georgia (NCYOG)
42.Georgian Business Development Center -Kavkasia
43.United Georgian Youth

44 United Nations Association of Georgia

45.Information Centre of Georgia-EU Relations

46.Adult Education Association of Georgia (AEAG)
47.Greens movement of Georgia - Friends of The Earth, Georgia
48.Scouts of Georgia

49.Union of Kurdish Youth of Georgia

50.All Georgian Youth Union - Momavlis Tskhinvali
51.Youth Association for Social Sciences - Youth Alternative
52.Student-Youth Council

53.Student lawyers Club

54.Tkibuli District development foundation (TDDF)
55.Kutaisi Education, Development and Employment Center
56.Civic Education Office of Shida Kartli

57 . Tsami

58.Health Care Development Youth Organization

59.Junior Achievement Georgia

60.Helping Hand
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Summary Table

Non-Government Organizations

Spheres of interest,

activities and target groups
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